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See HOT MEETING: A PSSST conference in the Philippines (pp. 5-8); OTHER EVENTS: pp. 9-11                                         

                                      Editor’s Note: A Major Milestone 
            (Improved from May 1 message of the same title – esp. Table in p. 2 etc.) 

 
  In December 1994, while sitting in front of the auditorium of the Conference 
Center of New Delhi during the 8th ISCO conference, the then WASWC President 

Hans Hurni (left) asked me if I would like to serve as a Vice President 
(VP) in his council. I said YES. At that time there were up to about 8 VPs, 
holding the title of ‘regional vice president’.  
 From then until today, for more than 16 years, I have been serving in WASWC council all 
the time without a break, doing work in about half a dozen positions, e.g. Vice President, Deputy 

President, President, Immediate Past President, Acting President, Immediate Past President 
(again), Past President and, this time, Advisor in the 2011-13 council of President Li Rui (right).  
    For all these years, with many active colleagues in various councils, WASWC (or 
‘WASWAC’ from January 2010) has grown up sizably and metamorphosed to become an 
organization that truly serves the world – thanks largely to the adoption of the internet system of 
communications from late 2001 until now – plus few other factors that had coerced the moving of 
the secretariat (aka headquarters) from a first world country (USA) to a developing country (China).  
 During the past decade WASWAC has produced several forms of media that are useful for members. 
From the year the association was established in 1983, a quarterly Newsletter was regularly sent out as hard copy 
up to 2001. Then the electronic version was produced and sent along with the hard copy to members who were 
hooked with the internet. From 2005 onward we finished the hardcopy and only the electronic one was sent out; it 
has become a regular practice up to now.  
 The quarterly WASWAC Newsletter was at all times dedicated to announcing meeting events and 
reporting their outcomes, and was a solitary publication of the association. From 2006 onward, I tried my hand in 
separating news about meetings, funding, scholarships, awards, training courses, exhibitions, study tours, 
publications, etc. into a separate cover, and called it HOT NEWS. At first it was done quarterly too, but because 
of the great abundance of such news, we decided to release it monthly from 2007 and there have been some extra 
issues during the times when many issues indicated very quick deadlines, especially concernign funding. Despite 
the name of ‘HOT’ being not so academic, it has survived for five years already and no other name has been 
proposed to replace it yet.  

In the meantime, the original WASWAC Newsletter has been dedicated to reporting the 
outcome from various meeting events, which are considered not so hot though essential; thus the 
publication still retains its reputation as the flagship of the association. Since early 2010, the 
Newsletter has been renamed WASWAC Bulletin, being issued thrice a year and wholly dedicated to 
academic reporting. Prof Surinder S. Kukal (left) of Punjab Agricultural University in India has 
been the Editor-in-Chief of the Bulletin, with a number of Senior Associate Editors. Since the 

previous WASWC Journal and Proceedings were finished since 2009, we are thinking whether this WASWAC 
Bulletin should incorporate scientific papers too, or we should start a new publication in the form of journal; the 
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newly established secretariat of WASWAC in Beijing with adequate funding shows a great potential for doing 
that. Whether it will be ‘this’ or ‘that’, we will decide very soon. 

For HOT NEWS, we report all news items that are of immediate interest because of their nature in having 
short deadlines in communicating with the hosts. This is well received by all members and I believe they benefit a 
lot from going through this monthly online publication. In each issue there are many publications publicized, e.g. 
books, reports, newsletter, magazines, bulletins; many of them are free – you just e-mail the 
publishers. To have HOT NEWS sent to you directly each month with hundreds of such news, we 
are probably the only association that serves members this way! Particularly at this milestone 
period I am lucky to have Dr Karika Kunta (right) of the Land Development Department of 
Thailand serving as my Co-editor, and she will take over as its Editor soon. 

Apart from these, we host the WASWAC websites in Tokyo (Japan), Guangzhou and 
Beijing (China) and two Webshots photo websites. Other activities include issuing annual Special Publications; 
granting Norman Hudson Award and other awards; coordinating LANDCON series of meetings, with use of 
Guidelines for Successful Meetings & provision of Cooperation Package; organize/help organize meetings of 
interesting subjects; forming forum for discussion, e.g. law & policy, climate change, monitoring and evaluation 
(M&E), no-till; establishing contacts among professionals in various countries through councilors, Vice 
Presidents, Special Representatives; promotion of visits among academics of some countries; and 
promoting/assisting in building soil museums in various countries. Many WASWAC members find them useful.  

It might help readers to see things clearer if we compare what WASWAC has achieved in its latter half of 
its life (28 years since its inception in 1983) with the first half, in both tangible & intangible items.  

 
Item First half (1983-1996) Second half (1997-2011) 
Office of the Secretariat (aka 
Headquarters) 

Stayed with SWCS in USA 
with the fee paid for the 
services offered.  

Operated by the International Research and Training 
Center on Erosion and Sedimentation (IRTCES) in 
Beijing, China and funded by the Chinese 
government.  

Council - Every 3 years.  
- Composed of 5 persons. 

- Every 3 years.  
- Composed of up to 30 persons in 2011. 

Officers - President 
- WASWC Vice President 
(1) 
- Regional Vice Presidents 
(7-8) 

- President 
- Deputy Vice Presidents (4) 
- Vice Presidents (~100) 
- Special Representatives (7-10) 
- Editors (30); Translators (24)  

Membership categories Categories:  
- Individual members 
 (only Annual)   

 

Categories:  
- Individual (Annual & Life)  
- Institution (Organization)  
- Student members  
- Gift members 
- Guest members 

Membership numbers Numbers: Up to 700+ at its 
climax and down to 300+ in 
2001-02 

Numbers: Approximately 1,000, with some 4,000 
non-paying 1-year Guest members. 

WASWAC Newsletter, 
quarterly 

In print only, to be sent by 
post. 

- In print up to 2004, to be sent by post. 
- Digital copy, sent by e-mail from late 2001 onward.  
- From 2010, it became WASWAC Bulletin, 3/ year.   

WASWAC HOT NEWS, 
monthly 

- Started from 2006, issued monthly, with Extra issue 
for certain months. Members have a good opportunity 
to frequently access data and information on 
meetings, training, study tours, courses, scholarships, 
jobs, expositions, books, proceedings, reports, 
newsletters, magazines, brochures, websites, and all 
kinds of communication. 

WASWAC 
Journal/Proceedings 

- Online only. 
- 1st period done during 2006-9;  
- 2nd period will start in 2011 or later. 

Books – Special Publications Published a good number of 
technical books with SWCS 
and other publishers during 
1988-1996. 

Published a good number of technical books with a 
publisher during 1997-2007, then from 2003 shifted 
its publication to become Special Publication to 
distribute for free or at low prices, for a wider spread.  
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Meetings (conference, 
workshop, symposium, etc.) 

Cooperate with ISCO and 
other organizers from early 
1980s, considered a 
tradition. 

Cooperated with ISCO and other organizers until 
2008 and started to organize by itself from 2010 
onward, by calling it “WASWAC World Conference 
and Council Meeting”, scheduled to take place every 
3 years. 

Website -  Started in 2002 at AIT, Bangkok and stays still since 
mid-2007. Websites at present are operated from 
Guangzhou, Tokyo & Beijing. 

Awards - Honorary Membership 
Award 

- Honorary Membership Award  
- Norman Hudson Award 
- Distinguished Researcher Award 
- Distinguished Extensionist Award 
- Special Award 

Members’ Forum Done through the printed 
Newsletter 

Done digitally through the internet, with a number of 
remarkable achievements, e.g.  

- WASWC Vision & Mission, Slogan,  
- Guidelines for Successful Meetings  

Possibility for Worldwide 
Contact through the Internet 
and Social Media Networks 

- Members can now freely contact people inside and 
outside the association by e-mail – with possibility to 
use social media networks of Facebook and YouTube. 

Cooperating with related 
networks 

- WASWAC works with relevant networks, e.g. 
SWAT, Asian Network of Debris Flow, Soil-Root 
Interaction Network, Conservation Agriculture, and 
hosts the LANDCON series of meetings that use 
Guidelines for Successful Meetings. 

Other Activities -  - Promotion of members’ visits to counterparts 
in other countries;  

- Promotion of the construction of soil 
museums in various countries.  

 
Certainly, such achievements have been obtained only because of the group efforts of all successive councils 

and councilors. As well, the foundation works as shown by former councils and councilors were quite 
indispensable, just like a Chinese proverb that says, “Don’t forget the well-diggers when you drink water 
from the well” (President’s Message of Prof Li Rui, HOT NEWS, February 14).   

Having come to this point when we have a firm house in Beijing for our 
secretariat to stay (right, lower building), with Prof Li Rui as the president for this 

term, with Prof Miodrag Zlatic (above) as the Immediate Past President 
to help and work along with, and with a strong council of 30 men of 
wisdom (yes, all councilors are men, see left and more details in the next 
page) living/working in various countries of the world, I am most pleased 
to assist, at least to the end of this term, as the Advisor. As mentioned, 
most duties that I had been responsible before have been transferred to 
the hands of several able people – I thus have no doubt about the success 

of the association in this term and far beyond that.   
 Today I have become 70 (a septuagenarian, as it is called) and feel it is ripe in terms of a working person. I 
therefore would like to humbly announce my stepping down from most posts that I have been holding in WASWAC 
and wish the new administration well in advancing the course of action of our association to benefit worldwide people 
in sharing information, technology and wealth in order to help each other manage and care for the natural resources – 
importantly soil and water – in various parts of the world.  
 Before closing (as I know from now I will play a smaller and smaller role in WASWAC and you will hear less 
from me), I would like to thank all people who have played certain roles in making WASWAC delivered, survive and 
function well in this world, particularly within my time to those appearing in the blue chart (next page) who were 
instrumental in moving the WASWAC to a stable place.  

Apart from that, I wish to thank profoundly the two persons as follows. 
- Bill Moldenhauer. He had established the WASWC single-handedly in 1983 and served in 

various positions all the time until he passed away in May last year. He regularly observed the health 
of the association, which roughly corresponded with the number of members: it was >700 in the period 
1987-1990 but came down to around 300+ in 2000. His voice was a strong force in enabling the move 
of the secretariat to a less expensive country – eventually to China. 
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- My dear wife Leticia Pugay who – though without any agreement at the start of my tenure – faithfully allows 
her husband to spend full time for running the WASWAC (on the voluntary basis – no compensation) 
while she takes care of all household works. As a citizen of the Philippines, the country where English is 
used widely, her presence helps me immensely in commanding this foreign language that Thai people are 
not so familiar with. The generous help that enables her husband to do this work comes from the pride 
that this combined effort may help sustain the world’s natural resources or at least delay their 
deterioration somewhat. We both feel that when there is a chance to do it, we should do!  

Last, the real last, but a rather personal one, I would like to thank those who congratulated me for having 
become a septuagenarian. Yes, it is encouraging to have reached this age when some decades ago people in developing 
countries could rarely make it – thanks to the progress in science that led to a better medication that helps prolong life 
of most people on earth now. 

Dear all friends, I will be sitting in the spectator’s chair much of the time from now and will enjoy viewing the 
progress of the WASWAC. I am sure it definitely will. I hope that, with the house firmly built, those who live in it will 
not have much to worry. Step from now would be to work on the issues that have come up during past few decades, e.g. 
Climate Change, Soil Quality, Conservation Agriculture, Landcare. I wish all of you good luck!    

Absolute last: A friend sent a proverb to me today. It’s nice to read and ponder …  

Today is the oldest you've ever been, yet the youngest you'll ever be, so enjoy this day while it lasts. 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ankeny, Iowa, USA

Bangkok, Thailand

Beijing, 
China

1983-Mar 2003

Apr 2003-2010

International Research and Training Center on 
Erosion and Sedimentation - IRTCES

Initial agreement was made in August 2002 
that China would host the secretariat of 
WASWAC. It, however, took some time to learn 
about the work and to find suitable agencies in 
China to handle it in various sections.

Move of WASWAC Secretariat from USA to China via Thailand

Ning Duihu, Kuang Shangfu
and others shown at the top

Jiao Juren - Lu Shunguang - Li Rui - Shao Mingan - Li Dingqiang - Liu Zhen

Bill Moldenhauer, Maurice Cook, David Sanders, 
Samran Sombatpanit, Michael Zoebisch & John Laflen

2010-
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HOT MEETING: Improving Productivity of Marginal Lands through Integrated Soil and Water 
Management, May 25-27, 2011, VSU, Baybay, Leyte, Philippines – see details below: 
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Leyte is the island where Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur and his troops landed in 1944 saying, 
“I have returned”. When he and his troops 
departed the Philippines earlier, he pledged “I 
shall return,” which has been frequently quoted 
and become immortalized. Below is the 
monument of the RETURN.   
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 Map of the Philippine Islands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT PAGE 
At the southern end of Leyte Island (Southern Leyte Province) you may like to visit the site of a huge landslide 
that occurred 5 years (February 17, 2006) ago at Saint Bernard, Guinsaugon village, killing over 1,000 villagers.   
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OTHER EVENTS 
 

Δ International Conference on Dryland ecosystem functioning and 

resilience: integrating biophysical assessment with socio-economic issues 

Alghero (Italy) 6-8 July 2011 
03 maggio 2011 

 
CONFERENCE THEME AND AIM 
 

The Conference on Dryland ecosystem functioning and resilience: integrating biophysical assessment with socio-
economic issues intends to relate a better understanding of the landscape-scale dynamics that lead to 
improvements in nutrient and water cycling, to their impacts on the climate sensitivity of desertification.  
This new knowledge is set against the context of the complexity of increasing the resilience of dryland ecosystems 
particularly in relation to looming problems of food security and the expected costs and benefits to society of land 
degradation and sustainable land management respectively.  
The conference intends to play an important role as a platform to elaborate scientific issues and make proposals to 
be presented at the forthcoming COP10 of the UNCCD Convention on combating desertification. 
This conference is jointly organized by European Science Foundation, DesertNet International and NRD 
Desertification Research Group (University of Sassari), and will be held in Alghero (Italy) from 6 to 8 July 2011.  
Below please find information on the Conference Programme and Rationale, the Registration form and fees and 
poster submission. 
Information on logistics and accommodation in Alghero will be available soon.  
POSTER PRESENTATION 
Poster guidelines and registration form are available below.  
CONFERENCE VENUE 
The conference will be held at the Conference Hall of the Chiostro San Francesco, via Carlo Alberto n° 46, 
Alghero ( Italy). 
ORGANISING SECRETARIAT AND CONTACTS 

Centro Interdipartimentale di Ateneo NRD-UNISS 
Università degli Studi di Sassari  
Prof. Giuseppe Enne (DNI Secretary General) 
Chiara Zanolla and Valeria Petrucci 
E-mail: czanolla@uniss.it; nrd@uniss.it; 
Tel.: +39 079 2111016 - Fax: +39 079 217901 

IN COLLABORATION WITH: 

 

Δ Suitma 6 - Abstract submission 
Friday, May 6, 2011 6:08 AM 

From:  
"Jean-Louis MOREL" <jean-louis.morel@ensaia.inpl-nancy.fr> 
View contact details  
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To:  
"Jean-Louis MOREL" <jean-louis.morel@ensaia.inpl-nancy.fr> 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
to make your life a little bit easier in this hectic world, we offer 
you a delay until May 20th for abstract submission to the SUITMA 
Conference, Marrakech, 3-7 October 2011 (http://www.suitma6.com). 
 
Jean Louis Morel 
 

Δ De: Manuel Sandoval [mailto:terra_l_editor@yahoo.com.mx]  
Enviado el: martes, 05 de abril de 2011 21:42 
Para: jorge.batlle@uv.es 
Asunto: ATENTO AVISO  
A LA COMUNIDAD CIENTIFICA DE SUELOS 
TE HACEMOS LA MAS CORDIAL INVITACION A PARTICIPAR  EN EL XXXVI CONGRESO NACIONAL DE LA 
CIENCIA DEL SUELO (Colegio De Postgraduados, Campus Campeche) DEL 21 AL 25 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 
2011. MAYORES INFORMES EN: 
http://www.smcs.org.mx  
http://www.colpos.mx/2010/congreso-de-suelos/xxxvi-congreso-de-la-smcs 
http://ww.colpos.mx/2010/campeche  
http://www.slcs.org.mx 
Sria. Lumi Kries 
terra.latin@gmail.com 
<EQUIPO EDITORIAL ADMINISTRATIVO> 
<TERRA LATINOAMERICANA> 
<Tel. y Fax. 01 (595) 95 21721> 
 

Δ NATURAL ZEOLITE AS ORGANIC FERTILISER, SOIL & WATER TREATMENT  
Friday, May 6, 2011 8:04 AM  
From: "Firuze Batu" <f.batu@rotamadencilik.com>Add sender to Contacts  
To: sombatpanit@yahoo.com  
Dear Sir/Madam, 
Rota Mining is the world’s leading producer of industrial zeolite mineral. As a world leader in our field, 
we are committed to setting the standards for the zeolite industry. 
Rota Mining produces a wide range of zeolite products at the mining and processing plant in Manisa / 
Turkey. 
With the widest zeolite product range and unsurpassed applications expertise, we are the only zeolite 
producer that can meet all end-use requirements worldwide. We have customers from over 42 countries 
all over the world. 
The development of partnerships with customers is essential within the value-added markets of zeolite 
mineral. Rota Mining provides customers with tailor-made solutions based on an in-depth understanding 
of the manufacturing process, production and business constraints of every market segment it serves. 
We understand quality as being an essential need for our customers. In order to guarantee the 
performance of our products, all extraction and production processes are carried out under a strict quality 
control system, maintaining the highest respect for the environment. 
 
Rota Mining is your reliable supplier who guarantees a service totally adapted to your needs, with the 
best quality/price relationship. 
Best regards, 
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Firuze Ayvazoglu Batu (Mrs.) 
Rota Mining Corporation 
Tutuncu Mehmet Efendi Cad. Tepe Apt. A Blok 
No:96 D:5 34730 Goztepe Istanbul Turkey 
Tel: +90 216 3851600 F: +90 216 3854297 
www.rotamadencilik.com 

Δ FAO Professional Vacancy Announcements: 'Land and Water Development Engineer' P4 
(Rome); and 'Technical Officer' (Water Resources Development and Conservation) P3 (Bangkok) 

Friday, May 6, 2011 7:43 AM 
From:  

"Amir Kassam" <amirkassam786@googlemail.com> 
View contact details  

To:  
"CA-CoP-L" <CA-CoP-L@mailserv.fao.org> 

Cc:  
"Kassam" <kassamamir@aol.com> 

CA-CoP CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
for sustainable production intensification 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

Herebelow, two FAO vacancy announcements (in English, French and Spanish), for your kind attention.  
One vacancy is for a Land and Water Development Engineer (P4 level) to be based at the HQ in Rome.  
The other is for a Technical Officer (Water Resources Development and Conservation) (P3 level) to be 
based at the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) in Bangkok. 
 
Amir Kassam  
Moderator 
CA-CoP-Listserv 

Plant Production and Protection Division 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla  
00153 Rome, Italy  
e-mail: amirkassam786@gmail.com 
URL: www.fao.org/ag/ca 
   
-----Original Message----- 
From: FAO-Vacancies 
Sent: 04 May 2011 17:15 
Subject: FAO Professional Vacancy Announcement Land and Water Development Engineer P4  
Please find below a link to FAO Professional Vacancy Announcement 'Land and Water Development Engineer' P4. 
Thank you for your interest in FAO Vacancies, please ensure that staff are informed. 
English URL: http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/2536TCI_en.pdf 
French URL: http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/2536TCI_fr.pdf 
Spanish URL: http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/VA/pdf/2536TCI_es.pdf 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
*FAO Professional Vacancy Announcements are also available at the following internet address: 
http://www.fao.org/VA/vac_en.htm  
**For any changes in contact information or focal points please send an email with relevant information to: 
mailto:FAO-Vacancies@fao.org 
  


