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13th ISCO Conference  
Once again the ISCO (International Soil Conservation 

Organization) Conference, the 13th, took place and suc-
ceeded admirably from July 4-8, 2004 in the beautiful city 
of Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. We offer all involved 
in the organizing of this conference our most sincere con-
gratulations. Michael Zoebisch, our Deputy President, 
myself and some other 35 existing WASWC members 
attended this important event.  

WASWC Vision: A world in which all soil and water resources are used in a productive, sustainable and 
ecologically sound manner.  
WASWC Mission: To promote worldwide the application of wise soil and water management practices 
that will improve and safeguard the quality of land and water resources so that they continue to meet the 
needs of agriculture, society and nature.  
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My message this time will be somewhat different from those in the past as it will cover most of the 
events that took place at the ISCO Conference. The contents of this section are as follows: 
1. Origin of ISCO conferences 
2. Report from the 13th ISCO  
3. WASWC at the 13th ISCO 
*   WASWC Forum 
*   Announcement of Honorary Membership Awards 
*   Announcement of Norman Hudson Memorial Award and presentation of Norman Hudson Memorial  
     Lecture by Prof. Calvin Rose 
*   Presentation of the paper “WASWC and its role in promoting international SWC”  
 
1. Origin of ISCO conferences. The ISCO Conferences started in Hawaii, the USA, in 1983 when 
an international conference on soil conservation was organized by Prof. Samir El-Swaify, a staunch 
founding member of WASWC. Since then conferences have been organized - with an interval of 2-3 
years - in Venezuela, Thailand, Kenya & Ethiopia, Australia (Sydney), India, Germany, the USA, Ar-
gentina, China. Moreover, at the Hawaii conference, it was decided that the two international soil and 
water conferences previously held in Belgium (1978) and the UK (1980) would also be  
considered ISCO Conferences.  

At the Brisbane Conference, the WASWC and ISCO worked together very closely. Several func-
tions of WASWC were incorporated into the conference program and by the end of the meeting the 
number of WASWC members has increased by several hundreds – thanks to the generosity of the 
organizers who used some of the registration fee to sign ever participant up as a member.  

ISCO Conferences have become highly regarded and many academics and professionals working 
in soil and water conservation try to attend wherever and whenever it is held. Unfortunately, the cost 
of travel and participation has increased steeply during the years so the number of participants for 
each event has stayed at between 400 and 750. Also, the organizers find it increasingly difficult to 
obtain donor funding to support participants from developing countries.  

I used to think of the ISCO Conferences as a kind of open market where those involved in SWC 
come to meet and exchange views, learn new innovations, meet new friends and renew existing 
friendships. Moreover, as the venue changes every time, the organizers always try hard to provide 
the best for their visitors in the way of ‘nature and culture’. Pre-, mid- and post-conference tours have 
been organized to enable the delegates to fully absorb the nature of landscape, land management 
and conservation and lifestyle of the people on the routes.  

Apart from being the place where the ‘ice’ among participants breaks, these tours provide the best 
opportunity for students or young researchers to get to know some well known and experienced pro-
fessionals who may inspire them in their future work. Those who attended the Beijing ISCO in 2002 
will remember those young and energetic university students, both boys and girls, who came to es-
cort participants during the mid-conference tour to the Great Wall. I can still remember very well a 
rather young Ethiopian academic from Debre Zeit University of Agriculture participating in the 6th 
ISCO in Addis Ababa in 1989, who a few years later emerged as the Minister for the Environment in 
the new Ethiopian government!  

Long-time ISCOers would still remember each of the Conference dinners that have always been 
held at a prestigious place where local dishes were served, traditional performing arts displayed, win-
ners of poster awards announced and, notably, when an interesting address is given to the attentively 
listening audience – that happened in New Delhi in 1994 when Dick Arnold told us what he had done 
and still cherished during his long service in the Soil Conservation Service of the US Department of 
Agriculture.  

For this highly successful 13th ISCO I would like to draw your attention to the following conference 
report. 
 
2. Report from the 13th ISCO. 13th International Soil Conservation Organisation (ISCO) Confer-
ence, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. July 4-8, 2004. Mike Grundy, ISCO President (photo in p. 1), 
and Philippa Tolmie, member of the Organizing Committee.  
 

The Australian Society of Soil Science (ASSSI) and the International Erosion Control Association 
(IECA) – Australasian Chapter, hosted the 13th ISCO Conference. A large and active organizing 
committee included representatives from government agencies, universities and consultancies, who 
are all involved in research, development or extension in land management and policy.  

The conference theme, “Conserving soil and water: Sharing solutions”, was chosen to give a posi-
tive direction to the meeting i.e. solutions and strategies rather than a focus on problems. The pro-
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gram was designed around three key areas:  
1. Science and information on the conservation of soil and water resources;  
2. Effective communication, learning and sharing environments; and  
3. Examples and case studies of strategies that operate across social, environmental and political 
boundaries, empowering people and communities.  

Over 390 delegates from 36 countries attended a wide range of concurrent sessions, including: 
Management Strategies in Forestry Systems, Urban and Infrastructure Management; Soil Erosion 
Modelling, Measurement and Control; Soil Health; Arid and Semi-arid Rangelands; Carbon Manage-
ment; Catchment Management; Mine Spoil and Water Management Technologies; Management 
Strategies in Agricultural and Horticultural Systems; Social and Cultural Aspects; Controlled Traffic; 
Economics and Policy; Soil Suitability and Capability; Information Management and Networks; Acid 
Sulfate Soils; and Salinity Management.  

Special sessions were also held on Economic Lessons for Soil Conservation Incentives, Carbon 
Management and Soil Biodiversity (a FAO sponsored session).  

Central to the theme of “Sharing Solutions”, were the pre-, mid- and post-conference tours, which 
allowed delegates to see first hand how soil and water are being managed for sustainability and profit 
in Australia and to share their expertise with other participants at the conference. The tours generated 
considerable media interest in the regions they passed through, helping to raise the profile of land 
management issues.  

A highlight of the week was the conference dinner, at which Professor Calvin Rose, Griffith Uni-
versity Queensland, was awarded the inaugural Norman Hudson Memorial Award of the World Asso-
ciation of Soil and Water Conservation (WASWC) for services to soil conservation. Professor Rose 
then presented the 2004 Norman Hudson Memorial Lecture, “An introduction to soil conservation 
research in Central and East Africa”. Reverend The Honourable Pat Comben gave a thought-
provoking after-dinner address, entitled “How do professional scientists make things happen within 
the political process?”  

In summing up the conference on the last day, Conference Convener Mike Grundy outlined the 
conference organizing strategy, “We aimed to get in the right mix of papers; organize them so that the 
themes were clear and the connections possible; encourage breadth and diversity; value the papers 
and posters (by providing full papers at the conference and supporting the poster sessions, e.g. with 
poster awards); arrange good, diverse keynotes and plenaries; provide opportunities to mix and com-
municate; encourage media reporting; and provide variety, fun and relaxation.”  
He remarked that the key outcomes of the conference were the cross fertilization of ideas and disci-
plines, finding new ways of doing old things, identifying some specific solutions and empowering the 
people. There were abundant examples of these, including: 
 
*  Carbon sink investment can underwrite soil and water conservation; its implementation can im-

prove soils (Dumanski, McKell) 
*  New opportunities can come from unusual sources, e.g. plants in waste spoil can change the char-

acter of the waste in favorable directions (Kopittke et al.), thus providing solutions for a number of 
situations, or “noble weeds” which won’t compete with crops can protect very steep lands (Obando-
Moncayo) 

*  Soil scientists, engineers and environmental scientists are finding new places and new ways to 
come together, e.g. roads infrastructure (Biggs & Mahony, Schmidt & Michael) 

        
Many keynotes and session papers emphasized the benefits which come from empowering the 

people who manage the land and do the work. In many countries, it is happening (and producing out-
comes), or, it was argued, should be happening, so that effective change can be achieved. Examples 
were presented from most continents and at a number of scales, e.g. from farm to catchment, from 
urban to rural, from broad scale to intensive. As Claire Rodgers, an Australian member of a commu-
nity organization, said, “Trust comes from 10 years of working together”. 
 

Finally, at the closing session, a discussion on the roles of international 
organizations, including WASWC, IECA and IUCN, led to the suggestion 
that ISCO2004 should express the need for an understanding of soil and 
water conservation to be fundamental in the new directions being pursued 
by the IUCN. We left with the fascination and promise of the 14th ISCO 
which will be hosted in May 2006 by the Kingdom of Morocco in Marrakech, 
under the chairmanship of the 14th ISCO President Prof. Mohamed Sabir. 
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3. WASWC’s activities at the 13th ISCO 
 
WASWC Forum. As we had held a successful meeting at the Beijing ISCO in 2002 that resulted in 
our Vision and Mission statement, it seemed appropriate to arrange similar meetings at all subse-
quent ISCO conferences. This time the forum was held at the main hall, with around 40 people par-
ticipating.  

An issue raised by several members and discussed at length was the potential of WASWC for 
training and education, and exchange of technical information among members. One proposal was to 
develop a set of academic courses that could be taught at several institutions. This way, WASWC 
could demonstrate its scientific competence. Other suggestions were made to develop short-course 
programs and to engage on distance education using the Internet. This could also earn some reve-
nue. For these activities, “joining hands” and a lot of volunteer time are required.  

It was also discussed how national decision makers could be more involved with WASWC in order 
to improve the thrust of WASWC’s activities in the regions. In this context, it was stressed by a num-
ber of members that WASWC should place more emphasis in its activities on the socioeconomic as-
pects of resource degradation and conservation.  

Another issue discussed at some length was how the exchange of conservation technologies be-
tween countries and institutions could be strengthened and what role WASWC could play. A number 
of members felt that there is a multitude of local technologies that could be useful for other areas but 
there is a lack of exchange. In this context, the WOCAT network was mentioned that provides a large 
database for conservation technology testing and exchange. 

A query came up as to why WASWC and ISCO did not merge. The answer was always the same 
as before: we are sister organizations, with the same ultimate goal of preserving soil and water re-
sources worldwide, but we run differently in both style and mechanism. Nevertheless, the connection 
between ISCO and WASWC is very close and there are a number of people who belong to the gov-
erning bodies of both organizations.  
 
Speech Announcing the Recipients of Honorary Membership Award 
 
Prof. Dr. Georgi Gergov*, Bulgaria 
 

Prof. Gergov was educated in Bulgaria and has been working for more than 40 years at the Na-
tional Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology, Sofia. He has academic experience in hydrology in 
Bulgaria, Italy, Russia, and the USA. He got his PhD from the State Hydrological Institute of Russia 
and a DSc degree from Sofia Civil Engineering University. He teaches Hydrology at the Biological 
Faculty at Sofia University, but also lectures in the USA, the UK and Italy. 

Prof. Gergov has published around 200 papers and several books in collaboration. He has been 
Vice President of WASWC for 8 years, as well as of the Bulgarian National Water Association for 5 
years and Bulgarian Ecological Society also for 5 years. He is a member of many national and inter-
national professional and ecological NGOs. He organized the conference on “Politics and Future Per-
spectives for Solving Ecological Problems of SWC in the Balkan Region” in Sofia in July 2003. For his 
good and useful work over the past several years the WASWC would like to present to him Honorary 
Membership for the year 2004.  
 
Prof. Dr. Miodrag Zlatic*, Serbia and Montenegro 
 

Miodrag Zlatic is Associate Professor of “Watershed Management Economics” and “Sustainable 
Development of Degraded Areas” at the Faculty of Forestry, Belgrade University and Co-chairman of 
the Department of Erosion Control, the Faculty of Forestry, Belgrade University. M. Zlatic is National 
Representative of WASWC for Serbia and Montenegro. During a period of 3 years in this position, the 
number of members has increased from three up to sixty. He held briefing WASWC meetings at sev-
eral institutions in Serbia and Montenegro, with members from different occupations: from students to 
engineers of forestry, agriculture, civil engineering and professors.  
      He organized the International Conference: “Natural and Socio-Economic Effects of Erosion Con-
trol in Mountainous Regions” under the International Year of Mountains, held in Belgrade/Vrujci Spa, 
December 2002. This Conference led to another important WASWC meeting for the Balkans in Sofia, 
and to recent activities involving regional initiatives for the rehabilitation of degraded mountain re-
gions, supported by UNU. He is presently involved in the WOCAT program as coordinator for Serbia 
and Montenegro which is progressing well.  
      For his work during the past three years WASWC would like to present to him Honorary Member-
ship for the year 2004.  
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* Profs Gergov and Zlatic were not present at the conference. 
 

Dr. Ian Hannam, Australia, Member and Vice President (Australasia), WASWC, and Member, 
IUCN Commission on Environmental Law and International Law Association 
 
  Mike Grundy and Ian Hannam  

He became more involved in land assessment and land evaluation issues and helped develop vari-
ous land capability and classification systems to determine the impacts of the pressures to change 
rural land into non-rural uses, which brought Ian into contact especially with the legal discipline, thus 
making Ian’s involvement and interest in environmental law grow and he undertook his Doctor of Phi-
losophy degree in law at Macquarie University Sydney. 

This was a major turning point in his career and soon opened up an extensive international in-
volvement in legal and institutional reform in soil conservation, land management and ecosystem 
restoration in Australia and different parts of the world. Ian was elected to the WASWC in 1996 as 
Vice President for Australasia and has worked extensively with the WASWC Council preparing the 
new WASWC Constitution and assisting with its move to China. 
      In 1999 Ian was invited to become a Member of the IUCN Commission on Environmental Law, to 
represent soil conservation legal interests, and soon became its Chair for Soil Law. Ian played a ma-
jor role in drafting the “Amman Soil Resolution” which was passed by the World Conservation Con-
gress in 2000 – to undertake a detailed global study of soil and water conservation law and policy and 
help pave the way for a new international law on “sustainable soil”. He has since undertaken most of 
the legal research and development work for this important global environmental initiative. Ian is now 
widely accepted as the most authoritative person in the world on this subject. 
      Ian has undertaken special studies in over 20 countries (all continents now!) including – Iceland, 
Thailand, China, the Czech Republic, Brazil, Serbia – to name a few, and undertaken visiting fellow-
ships at the International Environmental Law Centre in Bonn, Germany on a number of  
occasions. Ian is preparing to reform Chinese law to manage and control land degradation in the dry-
land ecosystems of China in the next four years. 
      For having carried out this important and useful work over the past 7 years, the WASWC Council 
would like to bestow on him Honorary Membership in 2004.  
 
Speech Announcing the Recipient of Norman Hudson Memorial Award and presentation of 
Norman Hudson Memorial Lecture by Prof. Calvin Rose 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Norman Hudson was one of the greats of modern soil and water conservation. 
He was one of the founders of ISCO and the WASWC. He was President of ISCO, responsible for 

the organization of the second ISCO conference in Silsoe, UK. He was the second President of the 
WASWC for 3 years. He made innumerable contributions to both organizations.  

Norman first made his name as Senior Research Engineer with the Soil Conservation Service of 
the former Federal Government of Rhodesia and Nyasaland in Africa. Here, between 1951 and 1964, 
he was a pioneer of research on soil conservation in the tropics. Much of this early work formed the 
basis for what has been done in the tropics since.  

 In 1964 he moved to the National College of Agricultural Engineering, Silsoe, as Director of Stud-
ies where he remained until 1984. During these years he was responsible for training many young 
soil conservationists from all over the world – and I am sure that a number of his former students 
must be with us today. From then until his death in 1996, Norman worked as an international consult-
ant and writer. He is probably best known for his classic textbook, “Soil Conservation” – a book that 
sits prominently among the reference books of most of us. 

 Norman Hudson’s contribution to modern soil conservation through research, teaching, writing 
and advisory work was immense and probably only a few of us here today have not been influenced 

Ian has a 39-year career in soil conservation - beginning with his 
scholarship from school to university to study agricultural science as 
a NSW Soil Conservation Service trainee in February 1966. After 
graduating in 1970, his early days were spent in catchment planning 
and soil conservation extension work before returning to university to 
study earth sciences and hydrology, obtaining a further Science de-
gree and Master’s degree at the University of New England.  



Page 6 

– directly or indirectly – by what he did and by the approaches that he pioneered.  
 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 In view of this outstanding contribution to soil and water conservation, the WASWC Council de-

cided last year to establish the Norman Hudson Memorial Award as the highest honour to be be-
stowed upon an individual by the Association.  

 I am now very pleased to be able to formally announce that the first person to receive this award 
is Calvin Rose, Emeritus Professor of Environmental Sciences at Griffith University. 

 
Herbert Fairbrother at Makerere stirred his interest in soil management and Calvin built a rainfall 

simulator to study soil erosion. During this time Norman Hudson and Calvin became very friendly 
colleagues and so began his passion for understanding soil erosion and its linked processes of nutri-
ent movement. 

After 9 years in Africa, Calvin and his family returned to Canberra after some wanderings that took 
him to the Waite Institute in South Australia and the Round Tower at Wexford, Ireland, where he built 
another rainfall simulator. 

Calvin spent the period from 1963 to 1973 with the Division of Land Use Research, CSIRO, work-
ing at Katherine, Kununurra and Humpty Doo. His most important work at this time was on infiltration 
of northern Australian tropical soils.  

In 1973 he was appointed Foundation Chair and Professor of the School of Australian Environ-
mental Sciences at Griffith University here in Brisbane. Throughout the 1980s and until 1995, Calvin 
held various positions, culminating in Dean of the Faculty of Environmental Sciences and Professor 
of Environmental Sciences. Under Calvin’s watchful eye, new buildings were erected, laboratories 
equipped, courses designed and, not surprisingly, a new “hi-tech” rainfall simulator built! 

This period coincided with a phase of serious land degradation and rapid expansion into the semi-
arid lands of Australia and Calvin exhibited great skills in building a Faculty that turned out graduates 
well equipped to meet these challenges. 

Throughout this phase of his career, Calvin led the way by example with a heavy teaching load. 
His command of English made him an effective teacher and his humility endeared him to his stu-
dents. He has shown a great capacity to guide overseas students with empathy and a firm hand thor-
ough their studies and many countries now benefit from the graduates he helped produce. 

Calvin has published four books, more than 150 articles and 40 book chapters. As a Project 
Leader in Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Australia, he has demonstrated his innovative ideas 
for the modelling of soil erosion, land management and nutrient movement.  

While Calvin’s work is well known, few people know of the truly humanitarian life that Calvin and 
his wife, Mavis, have lived. The personal assistance that he and Mavis have provided, especially to 
overseas students and their families, is the mark of a truly generous and compassionate person. 

For more than 50 years Calvin has been an outstanding scientist and has made a significant con-
tribution to our understanding of soil erosion. It is fitting, Ladies and Gentlemen, that Calvin Rose 
should be the first person to receive the Norman Hudson Memorial Award and it is our great pleasure 
to ask the ISCO President, Mike Grundy, to present this Award to him. 

 
Prof. Calvin Rose then presented the Norman Hudson Memorial Lecture on “An Introduction to 

Soil Conservation Research in Central and East Africa”, the contents of which will be published at a 
later date. 
 
Presentation of the paper “WASWC and its role in promoting international SWC”  

I had a chance to present a paper of the above title in the closing session of the meeting as the 
representative of WASWC, along with presentations from the representatives of IECA (Ben Northcutt) 
and IUCN (Ian Hannam). The history, philosophy, vision & mission of WASWC were briefly described 

Calvin Rose’s background is different from most soil con-
servationists as he started his working life as an aeronautical 
engineer. However, wishing to make a contribution to the 
developing world, Calvin joined Makerere College in Uganda 
in 1954 as a lecturer in physics. This brought him into contact 
with agriculture as his duties included advising research stations.  
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and the course of action of the past few years was given in some detail, with extrapolated projection 
of our future operations.    

As we are a sister organization and working closely with ISCO, I took the opportunity to announce 
the names of persons who have attended every ISCO conference, which now has narrowed down to 
just one - Prof. Samir El-Swaify of the University of Hawaii. We wish you good health in order to sup-
port and attend many more ISCO conferences to come, Samir! 

 
In closing, I would once again like to congratulate the organizers of 13th ISCO for an excellent 

conference and thank them for their generous support of WASWC. We look forward to continuing this 
relationship and working with the organizing committee of 14th ISCO!  
 
Nominations Committee’s announcement 
     As mentioned in the last issue of the newsletter, we have appointed a Nominations Committee to 
propose names for four posts in the Council which will become vacant in January 2005. The Commit-
tee comprises Bill Moldenhauer, Hans Hurni and David Sanders, with the present President as ex 
officio. The Committee has finished its task and would like to inform all members that the following 
persons have been nominated to stand for election in October this year:  
 
1. Prof. Martin Haigh, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK, as President 
2. Prof. Miodrag Zlatic, Belgrade University, Belgrade, Serbia & Montenegro, as Deputy President 
3. Prof. Jiao Juren, formerly Director General of the Department of Water and Soil Conservation, 
Ministry of Water Resources, Beijing, P.R. China, as Executive Secretary (he has held this post 
since April 1, 2003) 
4. Dr. John Laflen, formerly of the USDA’s National Soil Erosion Research Laboratory at Purdue 
University, as Treasurer 
     Their pictures will be posted on our photo website http://community.webshots.com/user/waswc at 
the album Waswc97 from early September onward.  
     However, members are welcome to nominate persons of their choice, by submitting a petition 
signed by five or more Individual and/or Institution members and endorsed by the candidate(s). Such 
nominations should be sent by letter or fax to the Executive Secretary by September 30, 2004. If 
there are no additional nominations, the candidates in the above list will automatically be elected and 
the new Council will take office in January 2005. The results will be announced in the last issue of 
WASWC newsletter of this year.  
 
Photo competition – with use of WASWC Photo Website 
     Since we opened our new WASWC photo website 2 months ago at 
http://community.webshots.com/user/waswc we have posted more than 700 photos on it and there 
have been more than 2,000 viewings so far. We have separated the site into several albums, now 41, 
each of them accommodating up to 100 photos, with the condition that the total will not exceed 3,000.  
We invite all members to send in digital photos that fit into the theme of the existing albums. Photos 
on paper can also be used but they need to be scanned into a digital jpeg file before sending to us by 
e-mail. Photos posted on the website will be useful for members and non-members worldwide, as 
they can be downloaded directly from the Internet. 
     Now, the Council has initiated a program to encourage more participation by members by opening 
up a photo competition, with cooperation from our publishing partner, the Science Publisher, Inc. 
USA. Members are invited to send in photos of soil and water conservation and related fields, with a 
15-30-word caption, that fits well the themes of albums Waswc11 to Waswc56. Photos received will 
be posted on the album Waswc99 and by the end of each quarter the juries (to be appointed) will 
choose the best photo(s) and the winning members will receive one book of their choice as the prize. 
The average number of book prizes would be 3 per quarter, depending on the number of entries. The 
winner can choose the book of her/his choice from the Science Publishers website at www.scipub.net 
as well as in the album Waswc60 of our website. The first batch of photos sent to us at sombat-
panit@yahoo.com by September 25 will be judged at the end of September and the names of the 
first winners will be announced in the WASWC newsletter issue 20(4). Additionally, members are 
requested to send in their photos to post on the albums Waswc65 to Waswc69 as a way to introduce 
themselves.  
 
WASWC signs Letter of Agreement with Publishing Partner “Science Publisher, Inc. USA” 
     In July 2004 WASWC signed a Letter of Agreement (LoA) with the Science Publisher, Inc. USA 
(SPI), recognizing the latter as the publishing partner. Science Publisher has been publishing books 

ASSOCIATION 
NEWS  
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for WASWC since 1995 and is going to publish a book series on Natural Resource Management for 
WASWC from this year onward. In brief, the LoA indicates that WASWC will use the services of SPI 
when publishing books and help publicize SPI books at meetings, while SPI will help publicize 
WASWC through their books, give 40% discount to WASWC members when buying SPI books, and, 
importantly, give 12 books a year to the winners of the photo competition held on the WASWC photo 
website. From our photo website, http://community.webshots.com/user/waswc, there is a direct link to 
their website, www.scipub.net, at the left of our page.   
 
Special Publication No. 2 is now available 
We brought a number of the Special Publication (SP) No. 2 on Carbon Trading, Agriculture and Pov-
erty to the 13th ISCO Conference and distributed them to all participants, as well as asking some 
delegates to carry them to other WASWC members in their countries. We will soon send the book out 
by mail to other members. 
      SP No. 3 will concern no-tillage technology and the issue will be distributed to all members by 
early 2005. Members are welcome to contribute towards the cost of printing/ distributing it. Industries 
are also welcome to advertise in the pages of this SP; please contact our secretariat for the rates.    
 
WASWC Newsletter in Spanish will be available soon  
 
 Claudio Kvolek, Eduardo Rienzi  

How is the Decentralization Program (DP) progressing in your country?  
The number of countries now following DP is 23, i.e. Albania, Argentina, Bangladesh, Botswana, 

Bulgaria, Chile,  
China, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, Nepal, Nigeria, Philippines, Ro-

mania, Russia, Serbia & Montenegro, Tanzania, Thailand and Uruguay. The total number of mem-
bers involved is about 600 or around one-half of the total number of paying members. These coun-
tries manage the distribution of the newsletter by themselves and collect membership dues in local 
currencies. In order to learn the progress of DP in various countries we would like to ask the countries 
listed above to send a short report on how they are progressing to us by September 20, 2004. Then it 
will be summarized and presented to the members in the last issue of the newsletter this year. In the 
report, both progress and obstacles should be clearly shown.  

 
At the 13th ISCO Conference in Brisbane, Australia, we met people who we feel would be a 

strong force in the future, so we have invited them to be our officers as follows: 
 
Mohamed Sabir, WASWC Vice President for Africa, responsible for the northern part of the conti-
nent sabirenfi@wanadoo.net.ma  

Prof Sabir is Director of the National School of Forest Engineers, President of the Moroccan Net-
work of Soil and Water Conservation and recently became the President of the 14th ISCO. 

Dr. Mohamed Sabir is Professor of Soil and Water Conservation (SWC) and Agroforestry at the 
National School of Forest Engineers. He received his BSc degree in Agricultural Engineering from the 
Hassan ll Agronomic and Veterinary Institute (Institut Agronomique et Vétérinaire Hassan II – IAVHII), 
Rabat, in 1980 and his MSc in Forestry from the same institute in 1982. He obtained a DEA diploma 
in Hydrology from Paris XI University (France) in 1986 and his PhD degree in Soil Conservation in 
1994 from Georgia (USA).    

The WASWC Newsletter will be translated into Spanish by our Ar-
gentinean editorial team, Claudio Miguel Kvolek 
(kvolek@agro.uba.ar) and Eduardo Rienzi (rienzi@agro.uba.ar – NR 
for Argentina), with institutional support from the Faculty of Agron-
omy, University of Buenos Aires. Members from Latin America, 
Spain and all other Spanish-speaking countries/ territories can 
choose to receive the newsletter in either Spanish or English edition. 
Members willing to translate the newsletter into other languages will 
please contact the Council.  

Have you paid your membership dues for 2004 yet? How about for 2003? You 
may see from the above that we are carrying out a number of activities, all useful for members 
and society at large. But all these activities need money. Up to now, only around 40-50% of the 
members have paid their dues. Those who have not yet paid are therefore kindly requested to 
do so. You may check your payment records with our Secretariat at waswc@icrts.org.  

NEW  
OFFICERS  
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He is leading several research projects and is presently conducting research on hydrological mod-
elling of watersheds and indigenous SWC strategies. He is also teaching hydrology, SWC and agro-
forestry courses at the National School of Forest Engineers, and at the Mohamed V University. He 
has published several papers in different journals, book chapters, and conference proceedings and 
has been an active participant in numerous conferences, traveling to Tunisia, Cameroon, Kenya, 
Canada, USA, Spain, France and Belgium for presentations. He is a member of the Moroccan Asso-
ciation of Soil Sciences, the International Erosion Network of French-speaking Professionals (AUF), 
and the WASWC. As the president of the 14th ISCO he is going to organize the next conference in 
Marrakech in May 2006. He enjoys discussions with small farmers and walking in the High Atlas 
Mountains. 

  
Philippa Tolmie, WASWC National Representative for Australia 
philippa.tolmie@nrme.qld.gov.au     

 Philippa Tolmie graduated from the University of Sydney in 1990 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture (Soil Science).  Following her degree she worked with New South Wales Department of 
Agriculture in soil physics research, before joining Southern Cross University as a Research Assistant 
and part-time academic. She is now a Research Scientist with Queensland Department of Natural 
Resources, Mines and Energy, investigating water balance and drainage issues in southeast Queen-
sland. Philippa was an active member of the organizing committee for ISCO 2004, held in Brisbane 
July 2004. She is also Newsletter Editor for the Australian Society of Soil Science (Queensland 
branch). Philippa is completing her doctoral studies through Southern Cross University as a part-time, 
external student. 

When she is not writing her thesis, Philippa spends her spare time gardening, reading and watch-
ing rugby. 

 
Benedict J. Kayombo, National Representative for Botswana bkayombo@bca.bw  

Prof. Benedict Kayombo received his PhD degree in Agricultural Engineering (Soil Tillage and 
Traffic) from the Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), Tanzania, in 1986. Currently he is an Asso-
ciate Professor of Soil and Water Engineering at the Botswana College of Agriculture - an Associate 
Institution of the University of Botswana. He is also the National Coordinator of the Desert Margins 
Programme (DMP). The overall objective of DMP is to arrest land degradation in Africa's desert mar-
gin areas through demonstration and capacity building activities. Prof. Kayombo is also involved in 
Precision Agriculture and No Tillage research. 

He has published four chapters in books dealing with indigenous conservation tillage systems, soil 
conservation and the sustainability of agricultural systems in Sub-Saharan Africa, responses of tropi-
cal crops to soil compaction, and soil compaction control in the tropics. He has also published over 35 
scientific papers in international journals and proceedings. He is an active member of WASWC and 
the International Soil Tillage Research Organization (ISTRO). 

 
Hassan Rouhipour, National Representative for Iran rouhi@rifr-ac.ir  

Dr. Hassan Rouhipour received his first degree in Soil and Water from Ahvas Agricultural College, 
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz in 1971. He first worked on developing drip irrigation systems in 
Iran. He then became interested in land degradation and desertification and, in 1973, joined the Re-
search Institute of Forests and Rangelands and did research in the south of Iran on soil erosion and 
combating desertification. During his employment in RIFR he completed a MSc degree in Soil Sci-
ence at the University of Shahid Chamran (Ahvaz). In 1991 he participated in a Graduate Course in 
Hydrology at the University of New South Wales. He was then granted an Iranian student scholarship 
and completed his studies for a PhD in 1996 at Griffith University, Australia. Dr Rouhipour is currently 
Head of the Soil Erosion Group at the Desert Division of RIFR and is leading a national research pro-
ject entitled "Water Balance in Sand Dune Systems and Plant Growth". He also teaches soil erosion 
and conservation courses at the two Iranian Universities for post graduate students. He has pub-
lished three books on soil erosion and water balance and numerous scientific papers. He is an active 
member of the Iranian-Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Committee as well as the Iranian Society of 
Soil Science. He enjoys reading Iranian literature, scientific discussions and swimming. 

 
Photos of all four officers can be viewed at our photo website, WASWC Officers’ album.  
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What members say about our new photo website: 
 
I like the WASWC photo webpage very much. Congratulations!  
L.F. Molerio León, NR for Cuba 
 
The website is great - I have sent the URL to workmates and we may use it as part of our community 
education program. 
Don Miller, New Zealand 
 
Let’s find a slogan for WASWC 
 

Again, we need your help - and none will be more memorable than this!  
Early in July this year I visited Australia in connection with the 13th ISCO Conference and I had 

discussions with a number of people. We agreed that an organization or movement is better remem-
bered if it has some kind of slogan. So, we need a short slogan that shows what we do and attracts 
more members at the same time. As a start, we have come up with the following: 

  
"Conserving soil and water together - join WASWC" 
  
"Conserving soil and water worldwide - join WASWC" 
  
“Help conserve soil and water resources - join WASWC” 
 
"The WASWC - bringing soil and water conservationists together - join now!" 
 
We would therefore like to ask for your help and when you come up with something attractive, 

please let us know. Let us know if you like any of those mentioned above. We want to see the best 
slogan, both eye-catching and effective in expanding membership. And when we get the best one, we 
will ask an artist to design our slogan to become even more eye-catching. Hope to hear from you 
soon, Samran 
 
Soil Degradation and Conservation in Mexico  
Gerardo Bocco and Helena Cótler, National Institute of Ecology, Mexico (gbocco@ine.gob.mx)  

Between 1976 and 2000 agricultural expansion in Mexico progressed rapidly. Rainfed agriculture 
spread over about an additional 40,000 km2. This was mostly on rolling to hilly terrain with a high 
erosion hazard. During this time, irrigated agriculture has increased by about 23,000 km2, mostly on 
plains and gently sloping foothills. Cultivated grasslands have been introduced over nearly 85,000 
km2 at the expense of natural vegetation in hilly to mountainous regions, a potential for soil erosion. 
This land use change has been triggered by the economic needs of an impoverished population and 
by public policies aimed at a non-sustainable rural development, based on the use of chemicals, but 
without provision for technical assistance and soil and water conservation. 

Recent studies using the GLASOD method at 1:250,000 indicate that man-induced soil degrada-
tion processes are affecting 45% of the entire territory of Mexico. The major impact is due to chemical 
degradation, followed by loss of fertility, especially in areas of irrigated agriculture in the northwest. 
Physical degradation, basically soil compaction, affects 6% of the entire country, while wind erosion is 
detected in 9.4%, especially in the arid and semi-arid areas.  

According to the same source, soil erosion by water affects 11% of the country, especially in ar-
eas of rainfed agriculture. No data exist that differentiate between the progress of different types of 
water erosion (gullying vs. inter-rill and rill erosion). Gullying is included with the category severe ero-
sion although gully erosion may start and develop differently from other forms of erosion, especially in 
the temperate, volcanic terrain that occupies large areas of Central Mexico, where most of the popu-
lation and economic activities are located. Here, gullies are widespread on land with very gentle to 
medium slopes. Research has indicated that different types of erosion follow different types of hydro-
logic processes (surface vs. sub-surface) and micro-landslides, both controlled by the stratification of 
recent ash deposits. 

Soil conservation in Mexico, as in many other countries, has moved from purely mechanical inter-
vention aimed at the control of runoff, towards a more integrated approach, aimed at protective land 

MEMBERS’  
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cover (especially the natural vegetation), through the control of land use changes, as well as promot-
ing the use of minimum tillage operations. The general framework is adapting land use to land suit-
ability at the local scale. 

To this end, the Federal Government is promoting experiments at 21 field stations in different eco-
geographic regions to test different conservation programs and techniques that are later applied at 
the parcel or micro-basin level. The programs include, besides mechanical techniques, deforestation 
control, re-vegetation and reclamation.  

Measurable results are still awaited. In any case, decentralization of public policy, resources and 
capacity building prevail as major challenges for both the government and society. Applied, interdisci-
plinary research (social and natural science in a geographic perspective) plays a key role in this con-
text.  
 
Vetiver Highlights 
The Vetiver System – A Unique and Wide Ranging System of Environmental Improvement 
Dick Grimshaw (dickgrimshaw@vetiver.org), Chairman of the Board of The Vetiver Network.  
 

I have been asked to write a regular feature on different aspects of the Vetiver System for the use 
of vetiver grass as a bioengineering tool. Knowing that most of the readers of this newsletter are soil 
scientists and engineers, I acknowledge from the outset that most of you know more about soils and 
their conservation than I do. I also acknowledge that there are a lot of different applications, both  
“hard” and “soft”, for conserving soil. Having said this I am not ashamed to promote Vetiver System 
applications for soil conservation and stabilization, because it is indeed a proven application using a 
unique plant – Vetiveria zizanioides – vetiver grass. It is also a system that is low cost, simple and 
very effective. 
      What makes vetiver grass so interesting is that it has a range of remarkable properties that is 
rarely found in just a single species. The grass can be applied to a very wide range of applications 
relating to soil and water conservation. In this first article I will try to summarize some of these proper-
ties and applications, as a basis for more detailed citations of applications in later editions of the 
newsletter. 
      The cultivated variety of Vetiveria zizanioides, with its center of origin in southern India, has hy-
drophilic characteristics, but thrives under upland, non-wetland conditions. The very basis of the 
Vetiver System is that when vetiver grass is planted as a hedgerow across a slope, it forms a very 
dense barrier that slows down and spreads rainfall runoff. Pretty simple!! Then combine this with a 
very deep and strong root system (average tensile strength of 75 Mpa), a wide range of pH tolerance 
from about pH 3 to pH 11, a high tolerance to most heavy metals, an ability to remove from soil and 
water large quantities of excess nitrates, phosphates and farm chemicals, and an attribute of sterility 
and non-invasiveness, we have a plant that, with some modifications to its application, can be used 
for soil and water conservation, engineered construction site stabilization, pollution control 
(constructed wetlands), and most other uses where soil and water come together. This should be 
exciting news to those who have to find solutions for improving degrading and polluted soils and wa-
ter supplies and maintenance of earth based structures. 
      There is a comprehensive source of information about the Vetiver System and vetiver grass at 
http://www.vetiver.org. I also draw your attention to a very recent paper: Vetiver System for Erosion 
and Sediment Control by P.V.N. Truong and R. Loch that can be found at: 
http://www.vetiver.org/AUS_Sediment.pdf. Their paper provides an excellent background to this arti-
cle. 
      If readers have questions or comments please feel free to use the Vetiver Network Discussion 
Board, http://www.vetiver.org/discus – you should receive a quick response and perhaps further the 
debate about this remarkable plant. 
 

Landcare Highlights  
Sue Marriott and Victoria Mack, Secretariat for International Landcare (SILC) Inc., Hamilton, Victo-
ria, Australia. Phone: +61-3-52505252, smarriott@silc.com.au, vmack@silc.com.au   
 

This is the first in a series of articles reflecting on the achievements of the Australian Landcare 
Program, and what it might become in the next decade and beyond. 

 
Over the next 5 issues SILC articles will cover: 
* Landcare people, including the role of women in Landcare – case studies; 
* How the funding flows – the private and public funding mix; 

FEATURES 
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* The challenges and the stakeholders – are there winners and losers? 
* The planning process – how does national planning work? 
* The future – the evolution of the Landcare process and is there time? 
 
Between 1986 and 1989, the word ‘landcare’ in Australia spread rapidly, reflecting landholder and 

community recognition of the environmental damage that had occurred over many decades of igno-
rance about the impact of agricultural and industrial practices on the health of the natural resource 
base. It also reflected the desire to fix the problems, including vegetation loss, erosion and degraded 
water supply. 

Significantly, Landcare was driven by people not by government, although the latter was quick to 
catch up once it saw the benefits of supporting this volunteer army of enthusiasts. It is also significant 
that Landcare happened on both private and public land. 

Today, Landcare in Australia, and increasingly in many other countries, is regarded as best envi-
ronmental practice, a remarkable change in less than 20 years. This change is supported by widely 
held agreement by the community of the need to protect and enhance the environment on which all 
Australians depend. It has only come through enormous effort, and commitment, by tens of thou-
sands of Australian volunteers.   

In 1989, Landcare was formally recognized by policy makers as a highly significant nationwide 
‘grass-roots’ movement. National programs were funded and Landcare entered a new phase. Over 
4500 groups were formed over 10 years across the nation. 

 
Some history 

Australia was colonized by the British in 1788. Australian agriculture was based on British and 
European Agricultural systems. The Australian pioneers of the 19th and 20th Centuries were kept 
busy. They extensively cleared the land of its natural vegetation for agriculture, diverted waterways 
for electricity and irrigation, and introduced foreign animals and plants, many of which were quickly to 
become uncontrollable pests and weeds. Over 200 hundred years of white settlement, on soils ’hit’ by 
totally inappropriate agricultural techniques, created lasting damage which may take as many years 
to reverse. 

However, since the 1980s, many landholders and citizens have become the ‘new’ pioneers, learn-
ing by trial and error how to reverse land and water degradation. As there was limited ‘off the shelf’ 
education available, they explored environmental repair ‘on the job’ – how to establish trees and 
shrubs efficiently and effectively, how to halt erosion, and how to develop land and, with their 
neighbors, whole-of-catchment (watershed) management plans. They utilized science and new tech-
nologies and lobbied government for help. 

The journey to achieve sustainable resource use and repair degraded land, water, air and coastal 
ecosystems has only just begun. Australia‘s present and future challenges include loss of species 
and biodiversity, worsening salinity, top-soil loss, land clearing (which unfortunately is still an issue), 
and a raft of coastal and marine concerns. 

As one of the driest continents on earth, water is one of Australia’s most over-allocated and 
scarce resources. The nation is facing hard decisions about the equitable allocation, and price, of 
water for agriculture, the environment and urban needs. Water is high on the national political 
agenda, and its scarcity will be exacerbated if climate change forecasts are correct. 

 

A National Plan 
Over the last two years, recognizing the serious environmental consequences of ‘doing nothing’, 

Australia embarked on a massive national project - planning natural resource management Australia 
wide - border to border - using thousands of volunteers to prioritize NRM projects in their sub-regions. 
It is doubtful if any other country on earth has embarked on such an endeavor. The result will be ac-
credited, and funded, plans for all catchment regions across Australia. 

Earlier this year, SILC was involved in a qualitative research project investigating the direction that 
this planning process is taking and its impact on grass-roots people. The final report has both positive 
and negative themes. The positive is that people understand that management of natural resources 
has to evolve, and the negative is that the bureaucratization of NRM risks a revolt in the volunteer 
ranks. Australian Landcare can provide valuable lessons for any country wishing to mobilize its own. 

 

WOCAT Highlights 
Godert van Lynden (godert.vanlynden@wur.nl) and  
Gudrun Schwilch (Gudrun.Schwilch@cde.unibe.ch)   

In THE WOCATEER, No. 9 – June 2004, there are many interesting pieces of news this time. 
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Following is an excerpt from it for interested WASWC members. The full newsletter can be accessed 
at www.wocat.net.  

* 9th Annual WOCAT Workshop and Steering Meeting (WWSM9), 8-14 November 
2004, Yichang, China. Invited to this meeting are those involved in the coordination of WOCAT activi-
ties at the global, regional or national level, and/or involved in any of the WOCAT Task Forces. Invita-
tions will be sent out in August.  

* The WOCAT CD-ROM Version 3.0 is now ready. It illustrates the WOCAT methodology 
and contains an introduction to WOCAT; databases of SWC technologies, approaches and maps; 
questionnaires; addresses; guidelines; a slide presentation; various reports and a glossary. The CD-
ROM is an update of WOCAT CD-ROM v. 2 (FAO's Land and Water Digital Media Series No. 9) and 
will be distributed to all WOCAT collaborating institutions. A big effort was made to translate the menu 
(which is the same as the website navigation) and the improved databases into French and Spanish. 
These translations will allow the WOCAT website to be available in three languages in due course. 
After the test version last year, new datasets were included from Bolivia, Ethiopia, Nepal and Switzer-
land as well as updates from South Africa. 

   Ask for your copy at: Wolfgang Prante, FAO, AGLL, B710, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 
00100 Rome, Italy. Phone: +39 06 570 55085, Fax:  +39 06 570 56275, wolfgang.prante@fao.org. 
For comments please contact WOCAT at wocat@giub.unibe.ch.  

* WOCAT Training in Bangladesh, Kagrachari / Rangamati (Chittagong Hill Tracts - CHT), 
March 9-17, 2004. A WOCAT training course was conducted on the initiative of S.K. Khisa 
(khisask@bttb.net.bd) of the CHT Development Board (CHTDB). 25 participants from a wide back-
ground (national and local government, NGOs and universities) attended the training. Godert van 
Lynden was the resource person, assisted by Sanjeev Bhuchar, Madhav Dhakal, and Jose Rondal. 
The fact that the participants had been able to familiarize themselves with the questionnaires before-
hand proved a great advantage, resulting in 4 Technologies and 4 Approaches being documented 
entirely in less than two days. The choice of the identified technologies shows an interesting trend to 
use WOCAT not only for documentation (and evaluation) of SWC but of production systems in gen-
eral, with or without beneficial conservation effects. In this case the documentation of “jhum” (shifting 
cultivation) and “traditional rice paddy terraces on valley floor” are a good illustration of this, their 
main objective being production and not conservation (in the case of jhum even with some negative 
effects).  

   The CHT consist of parallel ranges of low  but often steep hills (in this region 200-400 m, further 
south rising to 1,400 m) with flat valley floors where paddy rice is often cultivated if seepage water is 
sufficient. The green paddy fields form a striking contrast with the surrounding hillsides.  

   Overall, the results from evaluation were positive, but with a wider variation in replies and on 
average less positive than the previous training workshop in Nepal. Participants, however, verbally 
emphasized the usefulness of WOCAT and expressed their satisfaction with the training. 

* Regional WOCAT meeting for C. and S. Asia; 20-26 March, Kathmandu, Nepal. The 
meeting was to address those WOCAT issues that are specifically relevant for the region (Hindu 
Kush / Himalayas + C. Asia + India) but, particularly for WOCAT, global at the same time. The meet-
ing was attended by delegates from the HKH region, in particular from the PARDYP project (Nepal, 
Pakistan, India) and ICIMOD region in general (Bangladesh), China (national rather than just HKH), 
S. India (Karnataka) and Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan).  

   On March 21, an excursion was made to the field site of the PARDYP project in the Jikhu Khola 
watershed, just east of the Kathmandu valley. The PARDYP project has done extensive and interest-
ing long-term research in this watershed, partly showing the usefulness of some applied research but 
also uselessness of some previous research (showing the effect of grass strips on a completely bare 
soil which is ultimately degraded anyway and without querying what should be done with it). Similar 
research sites exist in India, Pakistan and China. Several WOCAT case studies have been docu-
mented for the Jikhu Khola watershed and the map methodology (QM) will also be used in the com-
ing months to assess the spatial extent of SWC. Discussions were held on regional issues and tasks. 
A full report of this meeting can be found on the WOCAT Website at: 
www.wocat.net/ftp//HimcatMarch04.pdf.  

* The 3rd plenary project meeting of SOWAP (SOil and Surface WAter Protection Using 
Conservation Tillage in Northern and Central Europe) was held during February 24-26, 2004 in Leu-
ven, Belgium. The key objectives for this meeting were to: a) Review project progress to date, b) 
Identify any outstanding issues, c) Confirm organization charts and roles and responsibilities for each 
country, d) Plan the agronomy for each country for the lifetime of the project, e) Finalize plans for 
project launches in Belgium and Hungary, and f) Discuss and generate a plan for dissemination of 
project outcomes at local, country and EU level. 

      Meanwhile an official project launch meeting for the general public took place in Leuven, Bel-
gium, attended by the press, farmers and scientists. A similar meeting was held at the Lodding site in 
the UK in October 2003 and another launch event will soon take place in Hungary. As part of the SO-
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WAP project, some of its staff were trained at a WOCAT training course at Leuven, Belgium during 
April 20-23, 2004.  

 
Note: See also “Confluence and WOCAT” in the Information Sources section.  
 
Abstract: Modeling Nutrient Losses by Wind and Water Erosion in northern Burkina 
Faso, Saskia M. Visser, (sasvis@zonnet.nl) PhD Dissertation of Dept of Environmental Sciences, 
Erosion and SWC Group, Wageningen University and Research Centre, Wageningen, The Nether-
lands, 2004, 169 pp. jolanda.hendriks@wur.nl,  www.dow.wau.nl/eswc/  
 

In the semi-arid environment of northern Burkina Faso the processes of wind and water erosion 
occur simultaneously and may cause severe soil degradation. Especially in the rainy season when 
soils are bare and unprotected, violent winds preceding high intensity rainfall result in substantial 
sediment transport by both wind and water. This PhD project aims at quantifying and modeling wind 
and water erosion processes, their interaction and related nutrient flows in a Sahelian environment.  

The source code of EUROSEM and the stand-alone erosion sub-model of WEPS are translated 
into the dynamic modeling language PCRaster, further adapted to be applicable to the Sahelian situa-
tion and extended with nutrient components. From field measurements and modeling results it is con-
cluded that, for water erosion, rain splash is the most important detaching agent at the scale of a field 
and that, despite the large volumes of overland flow, erosion transport capacity is limited due to the 
generally low slopes. The material detached by water erosion is available for wind-blown transport.  

Due to the absence of non-eroding boundaries, intense mass transport under the influence of 
violent winds does not always result in erosion. Depending on wind direction, cover and crust type, 
net deposition may occur. Further, due to the large spatial variation in wind erosion controlling pa-
rameters, areas with erosion and deposition can be identified within a field. 

Based on model results, it is concluded that wind erosion is responsible for the loss or deposition 
of large amounts of fine sediment and nutrients attached to these sediments. Though, compared to 
wind erosion, the nutrient losses caused by water erosion are small, these losses should not be un-
derestimated; these nutrients flow to the nearest stream and are forever lost to the catchment.  

Due to the interaction between wind and water, nutrient and soil erosion at field scale may be 
large, but are limited at village scale. Provided there is good management of natural resources, such 
as tree and shrub cover and a wise distribution of cultivated and fallow fields around the village, long-
term productivity is not at risk in the southern Sahelian zone.  

 
Abstract: Maize-sesame Intercropping in SE Tanzania: Farmers’ Practices and Per-
ceptions, and Intercrop Performance, Goeffrey S. Mkamilo, PhD Dissertation of the Dept of 
Plant Sciences, Crop and Weed Ecology Group, Wageningen University and Research Centre, 
Wageningen, The Netherlands. 2004, 112 pp. cwe@wur.nl, www.dpw.wau.nl/cwe/     

 
In Farming System Zone 8 of SE Tanzania , the major food crop maize is often inter-seeded with 

the cash crop sesame. Despite the fact that 90% of farmers in this area are growing the crops as an 
intercrop, recommendations are merely based on results in pure stands. In this research, a farm 
household study was conducted to understand farmers’ motives for adopting maize-sesame inter-
cropping systems. Additionally, three years of cropping experiments were conducted to evaluate the 
agronomic performance of the system. The survey revealed that farmers consider maize the more 
important crop, as it should secure the basic food requirements of the household, whereas sesame 
offers diversification of their cash income. Growing sesame in pure stands is considered too risky, 
while an intercrop, apart from risk avoidance, also places less demand on labor and fertile land. The 
experiments show that maize and sesame are partially complementary in resource acquisition, an 
observation in line with the notion of farmers that the two crops are good companions. Further experi-
ments focused on the influence of management options, like relative sowing time, fertilization and 
spatial arrangements on the performance of the intercrop. The results of this study clearly indicate 
that recommendations for intercropping cannot simply be based on extrapolated results obtained with 
pure stands of the respective component crops. Combining socioeconomic and technical research 
proved mutually beneficial, and for that reason it is recommended that future projects should put em-
phasis on participatory research to stimulate co-innovation.  
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ANNOUNCE-
MENTS 

Postgraduate Course in Hydraulics, Water Resources and Environment 

The University of Coimbra, Coimbra, Portugal offers a course for a Master of Science Program 
(MSc) in Hydraulics, Water Resources and Environment (2004/2006).  

The program, conducted in Portuguese, is aimed at students with a degree in civil or environ-
mental engineering or an equivalent degree. More information is available on 
www.ci.uc.pt/mhidro/index.html or contact: Prof. Dr. João Pedroso de Lima, Department of Civil 
Engineering, Faculty of Science and Technology, Polo 2 - University of Coimbra, 3030-290 Coim-
bra, Portugal. plima@dec.uc.pt    

International Conference on Interdisciplinary Curriculum and Research Management in Sus-
tainable Land Use and Natural Resource Management 

Chaophya Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand  August 17-19, 2004 

Organized by: Thai University Consortium on Environment and Development – Sustainable Land 
Use and Natural Resource Management (TUCED-SLUSE) 

Contact: Piya Duangpatra at agrpyd@ku.ac.th  

International Workshop on “Integrated Lake Management” 

Vanue: JB Hotel, Hat Yai, Thailand August 19-21, 2004. 
Agenda: 
- Changes in water quality, nutrient loads, flood risks and drought relief. 
- The needs of natural parks, nature preservation, wetlands, biodiversity and ecotourism. 
- The benefits/ detrimental effects of agro-industry, shrimp farming, fisheries, rubber and oil palm 
industry. 
- Changing use of land resources, land use management plan, rehabilitation of land disturbed by 
shrimp farming, soil erosion. 
- The needs for legal and institutional arrangements, plans and policies, co-ordination, implementa-
tion and monitoring, and public participation. 

Contact: Charlchai Tanavud, Prince of Songkhla University, Hat Yai, Songkhla 90112, Thailand.  

Phone: +66-74446824, Fax: +66-74446825, tcharl@ratree.psu.ac.th 

International Conference on Innovative Practices for Sustainable Sloping Lands and Water-
shed Management (SSWM 2004) 

Venue: Chiang Mai Hill Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand  5-9 September 2004 
Theme: Sustainable Smallholder Land and Water Management in Sloping Upland Areas for Food, 
Livelihoods and Nature 
The conference will be convened in the following sessions:  
- Key aspects of land and water management on sloping lands for sustainable agriculture. 
- Innovative sloping upland practices tested in SE Asia. 
- Technology transfer of management principles/ options. 
- The challenge of achieving adoption. 
- Policy and socio-economic factors in sloping land management. 
- The role of impact assessment in quantifying adoption. 

Contact: Kukiat Soitong, Secretariat of SSWM 2004, c/o DOAE, Phaholyothin Road, Chatuchak, 
Bangkok 10900, Thailand, Phone: 662-5791981, Fax: 662-9406123, sswm@doae.go.th, 
sswm2004@hotmail.com, agriman22@doae.go.th, http://sswm.doae.go.th 
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2004 CIGR International Conference 
(Olympics in Agricultural Engineering) 

 
Venue: Beijing, China   October 11-14, 2004 
 
There are sessions in: 
- Land and Water Management: Decision Tools and Practice  
- Bioproducts Processing and Food Safety  
- Information Technology for Agriculture  
- Conservation Tillage and Sustainable Small Farming  
- Modern Agricultural Equipment and Facilities 
 
See full conference program in www.2004cigr.org 
 
Contact: Xiaoyan Wang, Secretary, P.O.Box 46, Dept. of Agricultrual Engineering, China Agricul-
tural University, East Campus, 17 Qinghuadonglu Rd., Haidian District, Beijing, 100083, P.R. China. 
Phone: 86-10-62337300, xywang@cau.edu.cn 

International Workshop on Integrated Ecosystem Management (IEM) 
Partnership in Combating Land Degradation in Dryland Ecosystems (OP12 PRC-GEF) 

 
Venue: Beijing, China  November 1-2, 2004 
 
Major topics of the Workshop are:  
1) IEM Concepts and Practices;  
2) IEM at the regional and river basin levels;  
3) How to Improve Enabling Environment for an IEM approach to Combating Land Degradation in 
China; and  
4) Putting IEM into Practice – Provincial Views and Workshop Overview. 
 
Contact: Zhang Weidong, Project Management Office, PRC-GEF Partnership in Land Degradation 
in Dryland Ecosystems (OP12), Rm 428, Debao Hotel Bldg., Xicheng District, Beijing, 100044 P.R. 
China, Phone: 86-10-68334597, Fax: 86-10-68334527, zhangweidong@gefop12.cn  

International Symposium on Sustainable Highland Development and Networking: 
Lessons Learned from the Royal Project of Thailand 

 
Venue: Chiang Mai, Thailand   8-10 December 2004 
  
Organizers: The Royal Project Foundation, Thai Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives and 
Chiang Mai University 
 
     The objectives of the symposium are to allow the exchange of experience of highland develop-
ment, to present and analyze the achievements of the Royal Project, and to launch a new collabo-
rative network to share highland development knowledge. Delegates from countries with highland 
development and/or drug-crop production issues from Asia, Latin America and Africa will be joined 
by representatives of such organizations as FAO, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
USAID, SDC, the Rockefeller Foundation, ADB and the ASEAN, along with numerous representa-
tives of NGOs and development projects.  
     Confirmed program highlights include: Headline addresses by Her Royal Highness Princess 
Chulabhorn, Jacques Diouf, the Director-General of the FAO, and Chaturon Chaisang, Thai Deputy 
Prime Minister, Akira Fujino, Regional Representative of the UNODC for East Asia and the Pacific, 
and the Royal Project Representative. This will be followed by a panel discussion, “An Exchange of 
Experience and Perspectives on Sustainable Highland Development” and a field trip to Royal Ang 
Khang Research Station, to allow delegates to observe the work of the Royal Project in person. 
 
Contact: Marcus at marcus@highlandsymposium.net, & more info in www.highlandsymposium.net 
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International Seminar on Conservation of Hillside Agriculture, November 26-28, 
2003, Manizales, Colombia 
 

The Seminar was sponsored by the University of Caldas, the Caldas Enterprise Foundation and 
the Temporary Union Sosandinos (Sustainable Systems for Management of Tropical Andean Soils). 
It took place at the Recinto del Pensamiento Jaime Restrepo Mejía. There were about 200 profes-
sionals and university students attending.   

The purpose of this seminar was to examine innovative experiences in conservation that could be 
relevant to the betterment of hillside agriculture. Twenty-four presentations were made in the first two 
days by representatives of Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil and Peru. The third day there was a field visit 
to see research being done by the Caldas University with movable rainfall simulators. The beautiful 
scenery surrounding Manizales is impressive. The area is part of the Colombian “coffee axis” (eje 
cafetalero). Lands of relatively high non-abrupt and gently rolling relief, completely covered by green 
and dense vegetation, indicating deep and fertile soils, were observed. The humid tropical conditions, 
about 2,000 mm rainfall, which correspond to this area, are characterized by the lower temperatures 
caused by elevations of 2,000 m asl. There was no erosion or land being mismanaged. These condi-
tions would be highly erosive if the land were not well managed.  

Thus, papers presented could concentrate on improving production technologies while providing 
for continued conservation. Technologies and practices about agroforestry, soil biology, tillage, spe-
cial plants, and winter cover crops were presented. Some presentations dealt with practices like mini-
mum tillage, animal traction, and the special effects of roots on slope stability. Models to select best 
land use were also discussed. Special consideration was given to USLE´s new developments. Tropi-
cal semi-arid conditions were the focus in some presentations about areas of Colombia, Venezuela, 
Peru, Central America and the Caribbean. Semi-arid conditions, together with hillside agriculture, are 
the worst enemies of soil conservation. Further information is available from the chairman of the Or-
ganizing Committee, Prof. Franco Obando-Moncayo of the Caldas University, fobando1@yahoo.com. 
– Manuel Paulet-Iturri, WASWC Representative for Peru 

 

Meeting and Symposium of the East African–Austrian Water Association, 
(EAAWA), December 11-13, 2003, Mukono, Uganda 

 
The inaugural meeting and symposium of the East African–Austrian Water Association (EAAWA) 

took place in Mukono, Uganda. EAAWA was set up to serve as an international dialogue and ex-
change platform, a springboard for research and project activities, and a forum for intensifying net-
work activities in the field of freshwater research and freshwater ecosystem management. The theme 
of the symposium was “Linking water experts for networking and partnerships, getting active together 
to meet the challenges of water resources management in East Africa”. The aim of the association is 
to foster information exchange to strengthen international networking, and to stimulate cooperation 
and collaboration within East Africa in the water and education sectors. There were over 130 partici-
pants representing Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Ethiopia, Austria, Netherlands and Nepal in 
the meeting. The participants from the African region were mainly made up of the current and former 
recipients of the Austrian Academic Exchange Service (AD) scholarship. The inauguration ceremony 

SUMMARY 
REPORTS 

International Symposium on Land Degradation and Desertification 
(Simpósio de Degradação de Terras e Desertificação) 
 
Venue: Uberlândia, Brazil  May 16-22, 2005 
Contact: Sílvio Carlos Rodrigues, Instituto de Geografia - Universidade Federal de Uberlândia 
silgel@ufu.br and comland2005@ig.ufu.br, www.ig.ufu.br/comland/index.htm 

International Symposium on “Sustainability of Paddy Farming Systems" 
 
Venue: Manila, Philippines  June 20-25, 2005 
Oral and poster presentations are welcomed on any of the following topics: 
 
1.  Food Security 
2.  Multi-functionality of Paddy Farming 
3.  Soil and Water Environment 
4.  Food Safety 
Extended abstract should be in by January 15, 2005.  
Contact: Jose Rondal at joserondal@yahoo.com  
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was presided over by the mayor of Mukono Town Council Mr. Ssenyonga. The topics covered in the 
symposium were grouped under the following subjects: 

 
1. Freshwater ecosystem management 
2. Freshwater ecosystem functioning 
3. Freshwater resource management 
4. Water quality and ecosystem quality 
5. Fisheries and aquaculture 
 
I presented a paper on “Effectiveness of Vegetative barriers in the control of Crop Nutrient Loss 

and Water Pollution”. The paper gave findings of a study in which the performance of narrow strips of 
vetiver and napier grass in reducing nutrient losses was evaluated using runoff plots. As can be seen 
from the subjects indicated above, most of the presentations dealt mainly with the problems of fresh-
water sources, wetlands, limnology and aquaculture. Thus, most of the papers presented covered the 
problems facing freshwater ecosystems, with emphasis on pollution, the influence of human activities 
on freshwater resources and limnological parameters on the fish population in the East African water 
resources. 

We also had an excursion to study the water issues in Kampala city area. During the tour we vis-
ited Nakivubu Channel, a wastewater treatment plant, a water-quality lab, Nakivubu wetlands, drink-
ing waterworks and a fingerponds project site. During the tour it became apparent that the pollution 
problem in this area emanated from chemicals in the effluents from the sewage treatment plant and 
wastewater from the factories in town. The problem of sediment pollution did not appear to be seri-
ous, most probably due to the good vegetation cover, which was present on most of the slopes and in 
the wetlands within this area.  
– James Owino, WASWC Representative for Kenya 
 

Earth From Above, Yann Arthus-Bertrand (www.yannarthusbertrand.com) Harry N. 
Abrams, Inc., New York. August 2002. 464 pp. 262 x 359 mm. 177 color photos. ISBN 0-8109-3495-7 
US$45 (www.abramsbooks.com) (at Amazon.com US$31.50 + freight) and La Terre vue de ciel, La 
Tierra Vista desde Cielo ISBN 2732425230, €45 (www.lamartiniere.fr)  
 

 
     The book is organized into 12 chapters on topics such as urban landscapes, farmers, biodiversity, 
climate change and sustainable development. Each chapter starts with an essay from an expert in 
the topic such as Jean-Marie Pelt (biodiversity), Hervé Le Bras (population and the environment), 
Reiner Klingholz (renewable energy) and Lester Brown (eco-economy). Surrounding each essay are 
fold out half-pages that contain thumbnail pictures of the corresponding, large full page or two-page 
spread photographs in the book. The captions with the thumbnails show the location of the photo and 
provide the context and significance of the photographs. 
     There are aerial photographs of the biologically rich delta/lake habitats in Venezuela and Kenya, 
mountain scenery of Argentina and La Réunion. We are shown different views of famous landmarks 
such as Versailles and the Taj Mahal. Examples of the impact of the environment on humanity are 
buried villages below Mount Pinatubo or dunes covering roads in Egypt. Human impact on the envi-
ronment is also shown with various housing developments, refuse dumps and remnants of war. 
     The book ends with a chapter, “the earth in numbers” which presents data supporting most of the 
themes in the book. Throughout the book, the captions contain informative statistics of the context of 
the pictures in a global situation. This results in something much more substantial than an artistic 
picture book. It presents the art of ecology with the facts of science that illustrate the need for conser-
vation. 
     With substantial support from UNESCO and corporate sponsors, the book costs less than half a 
textbook and it is three times the size and weight. It can be obtained from large bookstores and Inter-
net-based bookstores at a discount. Be careful of the shipping costs though, due to its considerable 
weight. The Earth From Above is well worth the cost for scientists in need of a pleasingly larger per-
spective or a library intent on educating and motivating students. 

PUBLICATION 
REVIEWS 

Stunning pictures from around the world! This large coffee-table book is full 
of oblique angle photos taken from small planes and helicopters. It stitches 
together ecosystem states and dynamics both from an undisturbed standpoint 
and with the influence of global humanity. 
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- Tom Goddard, Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development, Edmonton, Canada. 
 

Soils of the Tropics (2 publications) 
 
Tropical soils - properties and management for sustainable agriculture, by A.S.R. Juo and K.  
Franzluebbers. Oxford University Press, 2003. Hardback, 281 pp. ISBN 0195115988. £45. 
Properties and management of soils of the tropics, by A. van Wambeke and F. Nachtergaele. 
CD Rom, FAO Land and Water Digital Media Series 24, 2003. ISBN 9251050074. US$44. 
 

 There are several textbooks on soils of the tropics of which “Properties and management of soils 
in the tropics” by Pedro Sanchez from the mid 1970s is probably best known. Other major reference 
books that have their focus on the soils of the tropics by Lal (1987) and van Wambeke (1992) are 
somewhat different, reflecting the interests and experiences of the different authors. For example, 
van Wambeke puts much more emphasis on the soil orders of Soil Taxonomy whereas in Lal’s book 
there is much information on tillage and farming systems. But there are also some similarities. Each 
starts with a description of the tropical environment, including the effects of climate and vegetation on 
the soils of the tropics. Now there is a new book by Juo and Franzluebbers on tropical soils as well as 
a CD Rom version of van Wambeke’s book. What are these about? 

 The book of Juo and Franzluebbers is in two parts. In the first, basic considerations (sic) of soil 
science are discussed and these include: the environment, mineralogy, soil chemistry, soil physics, 
soil biology and microbiology, soil fertility and soil formation and classification. These chapters are 
straightforward and comprise a readable introduction. The authors rely somewhat on existing soil 
science textbooks but present several examples from their own work. Chapter 7 discusses soil forma-
tion and classification, describing the 11 orders in Soil Taxonomy, the 26 soil classes of FAO-Unesco, 
the INRA/ORSTOM system, and the Soil Fertility Capability Classification, which was recently up-
dated.   

 In Chapter 8, the authors propose a descriptive grouping of major soils in the tropics based on 
clay mineralogy. The main purpose of the grouping is to provide field workers, especially those who 
are not familiar with other classification systems, with a simple framework for planning soil manage-
ment strategies. The scheme classifies major arable soils in the tropics into four groupings according 
to the dominant clay mineralogy: kaolinitic soils, oxidic soils, allophanic soils and smectite soils.  

 Kaolinitic soils are deeply weathered with a sand, loamy sand, or sandy loam topsoil and clayey 
subsoils dominated by kaolinite. Oxidic soils are strongly weathered, red and yellowish, fine-textured 
soils that typically have low bulk density and large amounts of stable microaggregates. Low water 
holding capacity, low soil fertility and high P-fixation are major constraints. The allophanic soils are 
dark-coloured and young soils derived from volcanic ash with low bulk density, high water retention 
and contain predominantly allophanes, imogolite, halloysite and amorphous Al in the clay fraction. 
The last group are the smectite soils that are loamy to clayey alluvial soils containing moderate to 
large amounts of smectite. Each of these four groups has a chapter that discusses their properties, 
use and management as well as constraints. The approximate equivalent in Soil Taxonomy is given 
for each of the mineralogy groupings. Several examples are given of how these soils should be man-
aged. In the last chapter some ecological considerations of soils and sustainable agriculture are dis-
cussed. 

 In summary, this book discusses some of the main properties and processes in soils of the trop-
ics followed by a grouping of soils based on clay mineralogy. That is certainly an unusual, if not idio-
syncratic, approach. Given that we have accepted and fairly widely used soil classification schemes 
in which this differentiation (amongst others) is made, one wonders what the advantages are of such 
a one-eyed distinction. It excludes certain groups of soils and for many soils the soil mineralogy is not 
always known. There is much useful information in this book but the unusual structure and the index 
of only 7 pages make it hard to find. 

 The CD Rom version of van Wambeke’s book from 1992 contains text (as PDF), slides and 
PowerPoints including hyperlinks. The text of the first five chapters focuses on the tropical soil envi-
ronment and has not changed much, although some references on the World Reference Base (WRB) 
have been inserted. There is a PowerPoint attached to most chapters that have figures explained in 
the main text. If you are not bewildered by PowerPoint animations, e.g. text rolling in from all sides 
(should be forbidden by law), than some of these figures and text summaries are useful and illustra-
tive. Chapter 4 focuses on soil horizon formation and it has been rewritten using WRB terminology. 
The second part of the book originally covered the Soil Taxonomy soil orders, but on the CD Rom, it 
has been replaced by the WRB Soil Reference Groups.  In Chapter 6, the rationale and principles of 
the WRB are explained and the text is a nice introduction for those who are only familiar with Soil 
Taxonomy or still use the old FAO-Unesco legend. Since 1998, the WRB system has been recom-
mended by the IUSS and the shift from Soil Taxonomy to WRB seems sensible.  
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In the following ten chapters, 15 of the 30 Soil Reference Groups are described: Ferralsols, Niti-
sols, Acrisols, Lixisols, Alisols, Luvisols, Cambisols, Umbrisols, Andosols, Vertisols, Gleysols, Plintho-
sols, Fluvisols, Arenosols and Podzols. Obviously these are important soils in tropical regions but one 
wonders why, for example, Histosols and soils common in semi-arid climates (e.g. Calcisols, Solon-
chaks) were not included. Each Soil Reference Group is described in terms of definitions, representa-
tive soil profile data, genesis, management properties and land use. There is also a PowerPoint at-
tached to each chapter that contains further explanations, pictures and diagrams. Furthermore, there 
is a glossary that is an extract and update from the SSSA Glossary of Soil Science Terms and in-
cludes many WRB terms. At last, 17 full descriptions of soil profiles are given including some notes 
on soil analytical methods. 

In summary, this CD Rom contains half the original text of van Wambeke’s book from 1992. The 
other half (Soil Taxonomy) has been replaced by the World Reference Base and there are Power-
Point presentations attached to each chapter. In essence, it is a text from the late 1980s combined 
with WRB information that is also available in other forms (CD Roms, books, reports). 

Although we should be pleased that books are being published that are solely devoted to the soils 
of the tropics, there is a void that remains to be filled. More emphasis should be given to environ-
mental aspects of soils now, as in many urban areas soil pollution is also common.  Moreover there is 
a range of topical themes like climate change, food security and land-use change that form perfect 
entry points for a major reference work on soils in the tropics. (Full version of this review will be pub-
lished in the upcoming issue of Catena.) 
- Alfred E. Hartemink, ISRIC, Wageningen, The Netherlands, alfred.hartemink@wur.nl  
 
Announcements or reviews for the WASWC newsletter may be sent to the President or any other 
Council member. Please state clearly if a publication is available free or priced (including or excluding 
delivery). Also please indicate the e-mail address and website.  
 

Books, Proceedings & Reports 
 
- Research for Impact: Annual Report 2003, this highly informative, well illustrated, 60-page annual 
report of the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), a well 
known Future Harvest institution, reporting its development of crops in semi-arid regions of the world 
during 2002/2003, including all other activities, can be obtained by writing to Information Resource 
Management Program, ICRISAT, Patancheru-502 324, Andhra Pradesh,  
India, icrisat@cgiar.org.  
 
- Vetiver and Water: An Eco-Technology for Water Quality Improvement, Land Stabilization 
and Environmental Enhancement, by Paul Truong and Xia Hanping, eds. This 614-p proceedings 
from the Third International Conference on Vetiver (ICV-3) in Guangzhou, China in October 2003 is 
published by the China Agriculture Press and is obtainable from Luo Fuhe, Guangdong Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences, Wushan, Guangzhou 510640, China. faogass@public.guangzhou.gd.cn.   

 
Journals, Magazines & Newsletters 
 
- IUSS Bulletin is now available online at no cost. Click http://www.iuss.org/pages/bulletins.htm. Be-
sides the Bulletins from issue 99 to 104, there are also Newsletters of the Commission for History, 
Philosophy and Sociology of Soil Science and of the Commission Pedometrics as well as soil science 
book reviews for the period 1999-2004. Hard copy of the Bulletin costs $25 a copy. 
 

Institutions and Websites:  
 
Confluence and WOCAT. “Degree Confluence Project” (DCP) started in 1996. A common interest 
with WOCAT is that digitized photographs of impressive tracts of land may now be accessed online at 
www.confluence.org in addition to www.wocat.net.  
      The DCP coverage is much more complete, especially in the industrial countries, where mosaics 
of “thumbnail” images cover most of the USA and Western Europe. The Republic of South Africa is 
the only developing country with an almost continuous coverage. DCP requirements of site reports 
are far less demanding than the “ideal” WOCAT QT or QA descriptions. Compromise is obviously 
needed in both cases. 

INFORMATION 
SOURCES 
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      WOCAT has a more representative cover in East and North Africa and parts of South America, 
the Philippines and Thailand. However, the DCP information is much more accessible and interactive 
up front. Information is added in image and text form without the constraint of a database interroga-
tion. The gaps are evident and addressing those gaps is the obvious goal. The peer edit group can 
easily add new layers of information. 
      The attractive visual effect could be supplemented with in-depth scientific facts as desired, for 
instance, geological origins, soil types and associations, wet or dry season variants to the existing 
theme, water resources, vegetation descriptions and other natural resource attributes. This could be 
done initially for the confluence site, then in concentric squares of increasing surface area such as 
the 15-minute and 30-minute confines surrounding the full degree longitude/latitude point confluence. 
That phase would be of greater interest at the national unit level than for the global mosaic. 
      The common factor is that DCP and WOCAT are both depending on volunteers to add new infor-
mation, with the slight difference being that DCP have sales of T-shirts and other extras to address 
basic costs. DCP volunteers simply have to follow clear rules to file a site report. 
      A combination of degree confluence rules and WOCAT guidelines could be used to enrich the 
onsite DCP information to enhance both project outputs. 
      Degree confluences do not necessarily occur in convenient places. See Indonesia 6ºS 106ºE, 
where access was not permitted to the steelworks complex on the site near Cilegon, Jawa Barat. 
DCP rules also allow offshore secondary sites with a potential view of land on the horizon, where 
monitoring of land use change is hardly an option! 
      For both projects, the problem of obtaining high quality photographs onsite remains a constraint. 
Some guidelines should be established in this discipline. Image manipulation in Photoshop or similar 
software cannot always make up the shortfall from poor photos in the field. Micro-relief tends to dis-
appear with wide-angle lenses. Midday sun or overcast conditions give an appearance of two rather 
than three dimensions. The aim should be for a scientific rather than a touristy presentation, where 
elements of landscape are given optimum detail.  
– Rod Gallacher, FAO, Rome 
 

Meetings  
The organizers of meetings in the field of SWC and related subjects are invited to send announcements for pub-
lishing in the WASWC Newsletter.  
  
2004 
- August 2-6, 2004. Int’l Symposium on Sediment Transfer through Fluvial System, Moscow, Russia. 
Contact: Duke de Boer at deboer@duke.usask.ca, http://duke/usask.ca/~deboer/ICCE/  
- August 4-6, 2004, 4th International Symposium on the Tibetan Plateau, Lhasa Tibet (plus post sym-
posium filed excursions). This symposium is being hosted by the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(CAS) and the People’s Government of Tibet Autonomous Region of China.  This symposium will 
provide a forum for scientists, who are concerned with the Tibetan Plateau. Contact: Feng Xuehua, 
Phone: +86-10-6485-6498 Fax: +86-10-6488-9769, fengxh@igsnrr.ac.cn 
- August 16-20, 2004. World Water Week. The 14th Stockholm Water Symposium: Drainage Basin 
Management – Regional Approaches for Food and Urban Security, Stockholm, Sweden. Contact: 
Stockholm International Water Institute, Hantverkargatan 5, SE-11221 Stockholm, Sweden. sym-
pos@siwi.org, www.siwi.org  
- August 17-19, 2004. Int’l Conference on Interdisciplinary Curriculum and Research Management in 
Sustainable Land Use and Natural Resource Management, Bangkok, Thailand. Contact: Piya Duang-
patra at Phone: +66-29428763, Fax: +66-29438763, agrpyd@ku.ac.th  
- August 19-21, 2004. Int’l Workshop on "Integrated Lake Management", Hat Yai, Thailand. Contact: 
Charlchai Tanavud, Prince of Songkhla University, Hat Yai, Songkhla, 90112, Thailand. Phone: +66-
74446824, Fax: +66-74446825, tcharl@ratree.psu.ac.th, rjongjit@hotmail.com 
- *September 1-4, 2004. Conference on Integrated Agricultural Research for Development – Achieve-
ments, Lessons Learnt and Best Practice, Kampala, Uganda. Contact: NARO Conference Organizing 
Committee, c/o Director SAARI, P.O. Sordi, Uganda. Phone: +256-77-221351/ 702553, Fax: +256-
77-280351/ 250553, naroconf@narosaari.org. See more details in Announcement section issue 19/4.  
- September 4-12, 2004. 2nd Congress of EUROSOIL, Freiburg-im-Breisgau, Germany. Contact: 
Thorsten Gaertig, Phone/Fax: +49-761-2039144, Thorsten.Gaertig@bodenkunde.uni-freiburg.de. 
See more details in Announcement section, 19(4) issue. 
- September 5-9, 2004. Int’l Conference on  Innovative Practices for Sustainable Sloping Lands and 
Watershed Management (SSWM 2004), Chiang Mai, Thailand. Contact: Kukiat Soitong, Phone: 662-
5791981, Fax: 662-9406123, sswm@doae.go.th, sswm2004@hotmail.com, agriman22@doae.go.th, 

NEWS IN 
BRIEF 
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http://sswm.doae.go.th 
- September 7-9, 2004. Second National South African LandCare Conference, Cape Town, South 
Africa. Contact Francis Elsenburg at francis@elsenburg.com.  
- September 8-10, 2004. Int’l Symposium on Earth System (ISES 2004), Istanbul, Turkey. Contact: 
ODS Congress Management, Yildiz Cicegi 12/1 34337 Etiler, Istanbul, Turkey. Phone: +90-212-
2875800, Fax: +90-212-3522660, secretariat@earthsystem2004.org. See more details in Announce-
ment section, 19(4) issue.   
- September 12-17, 2004. 4th Int’l Conference on Land Degradation (ICLD4), Cartagena, Murcia, 
Spain. Contact: Gregorio García, icld4@upct.es, www.upct.es/icld4/. See more details in 
Announcement section issue 19/4. 
- September 13-17, 2004. Int’l Conference on Eco-engineering: The Use of Vegetation to Improve 
Slope Stability, Thessaloniki, Greece. Co-organized by ESSC, WASWC and IUFRO. Contact: Alexia 
Stokes, Phone: +33-5-57122836, Fax: +33-5-56680713, stokes@lrbb3.pierroton.inra.fr, 
www.ecoslopes.com, www.lrbb3.pierroton.inra.fr. See more details in Announcement section, 19(3) 
issue.  
- September 15-17, 2004. Int’l Workshop on Digital Soil Mapping, Montpellier, France. Contact: Phil-
ippe Lagacherie at lagacherie@ensam.inra.fr   
- September 15-17, 2004, 1st Int’l Conference on Soil and Compost Eco-biology, León, Spain. 
Contact José María Gómez Palacios, Phone: +34-91-3560181 Fax: +34-91-3556228,  
jmgomez@bpeninsular.com, www.bpeninsular.com 
- September 20-22, 2004. Int’l Conference on Land Resource Management and Ecological Restora-
tion in the Loess Plateau: Rural Development Strategy in China, Yangling, Shaanxi, China. Contact: 
Li Rui at lirui@ms.iswc.ac.cn. See more details in Announcement section, 20(2) issue. 
- September 26-October 1, 2004. XII Conference of Colombian Society of Soil Science & XVI Latin 
American Conference of Soil Science, “Soil, Environment and Food Security”, Cartagena de Indias, 
Colombia. Contact: Alvaro García, President of Colombian Society of Soil Science, 
scsuelo@cable.net.co, scsueloagarcia@uniweb.net.co  
- September 27-October 1, 2004. 4th Int’l Crop Science Congress, Brisbane, Australia. 
www.cropscience2004.com 
- September 27-October 1, 2004, Int’l Conference on Ecoagriculture, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara J. 
Scherr, Phone: +1-301-4058360, +1-703-7582548, Fax: +1-301-3149091, sjscherr@aol.com, 
sscherr@futureharvest.org. See more details in Announcement section, 19(3) issue.  
- September 29-October 1, 2004. 2nd Int’l Conference on Waste Management and the Environment, 
Rhodes, Greece. Information available in www.wessex.ac.uk/conferences/2004/waste04/index.html   
- October 4-6, 2004. Int’l Seminar on Ecotechnology for Sustainable Development – Ecotech 2004, 
Post Graduate and Research Department of Zoology, the New College, Chennai – 600 014, India, 
October 4-6, 2004. Contact: S. Dawood Sharief, Organizing Secretary, Phone: 91-44-28352584, Fax: 
91-44-2835288, Mobile: 91-9840182319, seminar2k4@hotmail.com, sdawoodsharief@yahoo.co.in. 
See more details in Announcement section, 20(2) issue. 
- October 11-14, 2004. 2004 CIGR Int’l Conference “Olympics in Agricultural Engineering”, Beijing, 
China. Contact: Xiaoyan Wang, Secretary, P.O.Box 46, Dept. of Agricultrual Engineering, China Agri-
cultural University, East Campus, 17 Qinghuadonglu Rd., Haidian District, Beijing, 100083, 
P.R.China. Phone: 86-10-62337300, xywang@cau.edu.cn, www.2004cigr.org  
- October 18-21, 2004. 9th Int’l Symposium on River Sedimentation: Interaction Between Fluvial Sys-
tems and Hydroprojects and Their Impact, Yichang, China. Contact: Hu Chunhong, Phone: +86-10-
68415522/684156576/68413372, Fax: +86-10-68411174, irtces@public.bta.net.cn, irt-
ces@95777.com  
- October 20-24, 2004. Agroenviron-2004: Role of Multi-Purpose Agriculture in Sustaining Global 
Environment, Udine University, Udine, Italy. Contact: Guiseppe Zerbi, Phone: +39-328-0908099, Fax: 
+39-043-2558603, zerbi@dpvta.uniud.it, www.dpvta.uniud.it/~agroenv, or Sajid Mahmood, Phone: 
+92-300-6607290, Fax: +92-41647846, smahmoodpk@yahoo.com 
- October 31-November 4, 2004. Annual Meeting of the Soil Science Society of America, Seattle, 
Washington, USA. See details in www.asa.cssa.sssa.org/anmeet/ 
- November 1-2, 2004. Int’l Workshop on Integrated Ecosystem Management (IEM): Partnership on 
Combating Land Degradation in Dryland Ecosystems (OP12 PRC-GEF) Beijing, China. Contact: 
Zhang Weidong, Project Management Office, PRC-GEF Partnership on Land Degradation in Dryland 
Ecosystems (OP12), Rm 428, Debao Hotel Bldg., Xicheng District, Beijing, 100044 P.R. China, 
Phone: 86-10-68334597, Fax: 86-10-68334527, zhangweidong@gefop12.cn 
- November 2-6, 2004. World Engineers’ Convention 2004: Engineers Shape the Sustainable Future, 
Shanghai, China. Contact: WEC2004 Secretariat, No. 86, Xueyuan Nanlu, Haidian District, Beijing 
100081, China. Phone: +86-10-62173499, Fax: +86-10-62180142, wec2004@sino-meetings.com, 
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www.wec2004.org    
- November 7-14, 2004. 9th Int’l Annual WOCAT Workshop and Steering Meeting (WWSM9), Yi-
chang, China. Contact: Xu Feng (xufeng@mwr.gov.cn) and Godert van Lynden 
(godert.vanlynden@wur.nl) 
- November 17-25, 2004. 4th IUCN World Congress “People and Nature – Making the Difference”, 
Bangkok, Thailand. www.iucn.org, http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf 
- November 27-28, 2004. Int’l Symposium on Participatory Strategy for Soil & Water Conservation, 
Tokyo, Japan. Contact: Rokuro Yasutomi, Organizing Chairman, Institute of Environment Rehabilita-
tion and Conservation (ERECON), 2987-1 Onoji Machida-shi, Tokyo 195-0064, Japan. Phone/Fax: 
+81-42-7368972, erecon@nifty.com, http://homepage3.nifty.com/erecon/symposium.htm. See more 
details in Announcement section issue 20/4.  
- December 5-9, 2004. SuperSoil 2004, University of Sydney, Australia. Contact: ASSSI, phone: +61-
2-92903366, supersoil@icms.com.au, http://www.asssi.asn.au  
- December 8-10, 2004\. Int’l Symposium on Sustainable Highland Development and Networking: 
Lessons Learned from the Royal Project of Thailand, Chiang Mai, Thailand. Contact: Marcus at mar-
cus@highlandsymposium.net, www.highlandsymposium.net 
- December 8-12, 2004. 4th Congress on Water Planning and Management, (IV Congreso Ibérico 
sobre Gestión y Planificación del Agua - Ciencia, técnica y ciudadanía: claves para una gestión 
sostenible del agua), Tortosa, Cataluña, Spain. Contact: João Pedroso de Lima, Phone: +351-239-
797-183; Fax: +351-239-797-179/ +351-239-797-123, plima@dec.uc.pt, www.us.es/ciberico. See 
more details in Announcement section issue 20/1.  
- December 20-22, 2004, 2nd Int’l Symposium on Land Use Change and Geomorphic, Soil and Water 
Processes in Tropical Mountain Environments, Luang Phrabang, Lao PDR. Contact: Christian Valen-
tin at valentinird@laopdr.com. Source of fund to provide travel assistance to a limited number of par-
ticipants are currently being sought. Participants needing travel support should contact the committee 
soonest.  
 
2005 
- January 18-20, 2005 Int’l Conference “Education for a Sustainable Future (ESF), Ahmedabad, India. 
Contact: ESF Secretariat, Phone: +91-79-26858002, Fax: +91-79-26858010, esf@ceeindia.org, 
www.ceeindia.org/esf 
- February 23-25, 2005. Int’l Conference on Integrated Assessment of Water Resources and Global 
Change: A North-South Analysis, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Eric Craswell, Global Water System Pro-
ject (GWSP), Walter-Flex-Str. 3, D-53113 Bonn, Germany, eric.craswell@uni-bonn.de, waterconfer-
ence@uni-bonn.de, www.giwa.net. See more details in Announcement section, 20(2) issue. 
- March 29-April 6, 2005. Int’l Conference on Global Soil Change: Time-scale and Rates of Pe-
dogenic Processes, Montecillo, Mexico. Contact: Elizabeth Solleiro-Rebolledo, 
solleiro@geologia.umam.mx  
- April 2-9. 2005. Int’l Symposium on Regional Hydrologic Impacts of Climate Variability and Change 
With an  Emphasis on Less-developed Countries, Foz do Iguacu, Brazil. More information on the 
symposium at http://iahs.info, and on the organizer, ICCLAS, at www.hwr.arizona.edu/icclas/. 
- April 25-27, 2005. Int’l Study Forum on Managing Saline Soils and Water: Science, Technology and 
Social Issues, Riverside, CA, USA. Contact: Donald Suarez, Phone: +1-909-3694815, 
dsuarez@ussl.ars.usda.gov 
- May 16-22, 2005. International Symposium on Land Degradation and Desertification (Simpósio de 
Degradação de Terras e desertificação), Uberlândia, Brazil. Contact: Sílvio Carlos Rodrigues, 
Instituto de Geografia, Universidade Federal de Uberlândia, Brazil, silgel@ufu.br, 
comland2005@ig.ufu.br, www.ig.ufu.br/comland/index.htm 
- *June 20-23, 2005. VI Headwater Control Conference: Hydrology, Ecology and Water Resources in 
Headwaters, Bergen, Norway. Contact: Martin Haigh (mhaigh@brookes.ac.uk) and Josef Krecek 
(krecek@cesnet.cz). See more details in Announcement section issue 20/2. 
- June 20-25, 2005. Int’l Symposium on “Sustainability of Paddy Farming Systems", Manila, Philip-
pines. Contact: Jose Rondal at joserondal@yahoo.com    
- July 30-August 4, 2005. Soil and Water Conservation Annual and International Conference. Roch-
ester, New York, USA. Contact: Contact: Nancy Herselius, Phone: +1-515-2892331, 
nancy.herselius@swcs.org, www.swcs.org   
- September 7-11, 2005. 6th Int’l Conference on Geomorphologicy: Geomorphology in regions of 
environmental contrasts, Zaragoza, Spain. Contact: Organizing Secretary, Geomorphologia, Edificio 
C. Facultad de Ciencias, Univ. de Zaragoza, Zaragoza, Spain. Fax: +34-976-761106, 
iag2005@posta.unizar.es, http://wzar.unizar.es/actos/SEG  
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- September 10-18, 2005. 19th Int’l Congress on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID), Beijing, China. Con-
tact the Chinese National Committee on Irrigation and Drainage, Phone: +86-10-68415522/ 
68416506, cncid@iwhr.com, www.icid.org/index_e.html 
- September 19-21, 2005. XXXI CIOSTA-CIGR V Congress on Increasing Work Efficiency in Agricul-
ture, Horticulture and Forestry. University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart, Germany, www.uni-
hohenheim.de/ciosta-cigr.  
- October 3-7, 2005. III World Congress on Conservation Agriculture, with a theme, "Linking Produc-
tion, Livelihoods and Conservation", Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Melanie Mostert, Phone: +263-4-
882107, Fax: +263-4-885596, actnetwork@africaonline.co.zw, www.act.org.zw, www.fao/act-network 
- October 5-8, 2005. “Yundola 2005”, Forest Impact on Hydrological Processes and Soil Erosion: 40 
years of the foundation of Experimental Watershed Research Basin, Yundola, Bulgaria. Contact: 
Elena Rafailova, erafailova@hotmail.com, Georgi Gergov, g_gergov@internet-bg.net  
 
2006  
- March, 2006. 4th World Water Forum: Local Actions for a Global Challenge, Mexico City, Mexico. 
See http://www.cna.gob.mx/publica/doctos/eventos/Cuarto_Foro_Mundial/Paginas/Inicio_ingles.htm  
- July 9-15, 2006. 18th World Congress of Soil Science. Frontiers of Soil Science: Technology and 
the Information Age, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. Contact The Organizing Executive Committee 
at 18wcss@soils.org, www.18wcss.org. First Announcement is available at 
www7.nationalacademies.org/usnc-ss/WCSS_First_Announcement.html.  
 
2010 
- July 2010. 19th World Congress of Soil Science. Brisbane, Australia.  
Contact: Neil McKenzie at neil.mckenzie@csiro.au  
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List of WASWC Officers for the period up to December 2004 

Council: President: Samran Sombatpanit, 67/141 Amonphant 9, Soi Sena 1, Bangkok 10230, Thailand. sombatpanit@yahoo.com  
Deputy President: Michael Zoebisch, AIT, P.O. Box 4 Klong Luang, Pathumthani 12120, Thailand. zoebisch@ait.ac.th  
Executive Secretary: Jiao Juren, ICRTS, DSWC/MWR, Jia 1, Fuxinglu, Beijing 100038, Beijing, China. waswc@icrts.org 
Treasurer: Maurice G. Cook, 3458 Leonard Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607, USA. mgcook@mindsping.com  
Immediate Past President: David W. Sanders, Flat No. 1, Queen Quay, Welsh Back, Bristol, UK. dsanders@clara.net  
(Assistant Treasurer: William C. Moldenhauer, 17 Marvin Dr., Volga, S. Dakota 57071, USA. moldwc@itctel.com)  
 

Past Presidents: 1983-1985: William C. Moldenhauer, USA; 1986-1988: Norman W. Hudson, UK (deceased); 1989-1991: Rattan Lal, 
USA. lal.1@osu.edu; 1991-1997: Hans Hurni, Switzerland. hurni@giub.unibe.ch; 1997-2001: David W. Sanders, UK 
 
Secretariat: c/o International Center for Research and Training for Seabuckthorn, DSWC/MWR, Jia 1, Fuxinglu, Beijing  
100038, China. Phone: +86-10-63204370, Fax: +86-10-63204359, waswc@icrts.org  
Secretary General: Henry Lu, Phone: +86-10-63204362, henry@icrts.org 
Deputy Secretary General: Zhong Yong, Phone: +86-10-63204370, waswc@icrts.org, zhongyong09@sina.com  
Assistants: Tu Xiaoning, Xu Tao, Chen Xuechun  
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
Africa: Zachee Boli, IRAD, BP 2123, Yaounde, Cameroon. m.tengantchouang@cgiar.org  
Paul S. Tarimo, Dept. of Agriculture and Food Security, P.O. Box 9071, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. tarimops@hotmail.com  
Asia: Dimyati Nangju, Jl Mertilang c. Jl Maleo, Blok JE8, 15, Sekt 9, B. Jaya, Jakarta, Indonesia. dimynangju@yahoo.com  
D.C. Das, 19 Parijat Apartments, 4 Outer Ring Road, Pitampura, New Delhi 110 034, India. kkgupta2@yahoo.com  
Li Rui, Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, 26 Xinong Rd., Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China. lirui@ms.iswc.ac.cn  
Machito Mihara, Tokyo Univ. of Agric., 1.1.1 Sakuragaoka Setagaya-ku, Tokyo 156-8502, Japan. m-mihara@nodai.ac.jp  
Australasia: Ian Hannam, Dept. of Land & Water Cons., 10 Valentine, Paramatta, Australia. ian.hannam@dipnr.nsw.gov.au  
Europe: Martin Haigh, Geography Unit (S.S.), Oxford Brookes Univ., Oxford OX3 OBP, UK. mhaigh@brookes.ac.uk 
Eric Roose, ORSTOM, B.P. 5045, Montpellier, F 34043, France. eric.roose@mpl.ird.fr  
Georgi Gergov, National Inst. of Meteorology and Hydrology, B. Tzarigradski, 1784 Sofia, Bulgaria. g_gergov@internet-bg.net  
C. America/Caribbean: Pedro Ferreira, Trop Agr Res & Higher Edu Center (CATIE), Turrialba, Costa Rica. ferreira@catie.ac.cr  
L. America: Rolf Derpsch, Conservation Consultant, CC13223, Shopping del Sol, Asunción, Paraguay. rderpsch@quanta.com.py  
Ildefonso Pla Sentis, Universitat de Lleida, Av. Alcade Rovira Route 177, E-25198 Lleida, Spain. ipla@macs.udl.es  
Middle East: Shabbir Shahid, ERWDA, P.O. Box 45553 Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. sshahid@erwda.gov.ae  
Pacific: Samir A. El-Swaify, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822, USA. elswaify@hawaii.edu 
Mohammad H. Golabi, College of Agric. and Life Sci., Univ. of Guam, Mangilao, Guam. mgolabi@guam.uog.edu 
Pradip Baisyet, 2 Lachlan Place, Favona, Mangere, Auckland, New Zealand, Baisyet@ihug.co.nz 
 
National Representatives 
Albania: Ramazan Saraci, Rr. Shinasi Dishnica No. 5, Tirana. ramazansaraci@yahoo.co.uk  
Argentina: Eduardo Rienzi, Fac. of Agronomy, Univ. of Buenos Aires, Av. San Martin, Buenos Aires, rienzi@mail.agro.uba.ar   
Australia: Philippa Tolmie, Dept of Nat Res, Mines & Energy, 102 Tor Street, Toowoomba, 4350, Philippa.Tolmie@nrme.qld.gov.au 
Austria: Josef Rosner, Agric. Office of Coordination for Edu. & Res., Frauentorgasse, A-3430 Tulln, Austria, josef.rosner@noel.gv.at  
Bangladesh: J.U. Shoaib, Soil Resource Development Institute, Dhaka 1215. shahnor@aitlbd.net  
Belgium: Donald Gabriels, University of Ghent, Compure links 653, B-9000 Ghent. donald.gabriels@rug.ac.be  
Bosnia and Herzegovina: Hamid Custovic, Agricultural Faculty, St. Zmaja od Bosne 8, 71000 Sarajevo. hcustovic@smartnet.ba   
Botswana: Benedict Kayombo, Botswana College of Agriculture, Private Bag 0027, Gaborone. bkayombo@bca.bw 
Brazil: Antonio Ramalho-Filho, Embrapa Solos, Rua Jardim Botanico, 1024, Rio de Janeiro 22460-000. ramalho@cnps.embrapa.br  
Bulgaria: Elena Rafailova, Univ. of Forestry, Kliment Ohridski Str. 10, Sofia 1756. erafailova@yahoo.com  
Burkina Faso: François Lompo, INERA, BP 8645 Ouagadougou 04. frlompo@fasonet.bf  
Canada: David Lobb, Soil Science, Univ. of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 2N2 lobbda@ms.umanitoba.ca 
Chile: Carlos Crovetto, No-Till Dev. Cen. (CEDECELA), P.O. Box 1626, Las Heras 2095, Concepción. crovetto@entelchile.net  
Colombia: Franco Obando-Moncayo, University of Caldas, Calle 65 No 26-10 AA:275, Manizales-Caldes. fobando1@yahoo.com  
Cuba: Leslie Molerio León, Gr. of Terrestrial Waters, Min. of Sci., Tech. and Env., CP 10600, Habana 6, leslie@cesigma.com.cu 
Czech Republic: Josef Krecek, Czech Technical University, Thakurova 7, CZ-16629 Prague 6. krecek@cesnet.cz  
Ecuador: Pedro Cisneros E., Faculty of Agriculture, University of Cuenca, Cuenca. jineteveloz@yahoo.com 
Estonia: Raimo Kolli, Dept. of Soil Sci. and Agrochemistry, Estonian Agric. University, Erika, EE-51014 Tartu. raimo@eau.ee  
Ethiopia: Daniel Danano Dale, Ministry of Agriculture, P.O. Box 62758, Addis Ababa. Ethiocat@telecom.net.et  
Ghana: Charles Quansah, Kwame Nkrumah Univ. of Sci. & Tech., Kumasi. crop-ust@africaonline.com.gh  
Greece: Christos Tsadilas, Inst. Soil Class. Map. Nat. Agr. Res. Found., Theophrastos 1 St., Larissa 41335. tsadilas@lar.forthnet.gr  
Hungary: Ádám Kertész, Geogr. Res. Inst., Hungarian Academy of Sci., Budaörsi út 45, H-1112 Budapest. kertesza@helka.iif.hu  
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Iceland: Andrés Arnalds, Soil Conservation Service, Gunnarsholt, 850 Hella. andres.arnalds@land.is  
Indonesia: Dwiatmo Siswomartono, J. Raya Sindabarang 167, Bogor. dwiatmo_sm@yahoo.com    
Iran: Ali Najafi Najad, Watershed Mgmt Dept., Univ. of Gorgan, Golestan Province. najafinejad@yahoo.com  
Ali Najafi Najad, Watershed Mgmt Dept., Univ. of Gorgan, Golestan Province. najafinejad@yahoo.com  
Israel: Menahem Agassi, Soil Erosion Res Sta., Ruppin Institute, Emeq Hefer. mena@alrc.tottori-u.ac.jp  
Italy: Michele Pisante, University of  Teramo, Via Spagna, 1, 64023 Mosciano S. Angelo (TE). pisante@unite.it   
Italy: Paola Rossi, Dept. of Agr. Science and Tech., Univ. of Bologna, Bologna. ppisa@agrsci.unibo.it  
Kazakhstan: Zulfira Zikrina, Kazakhstan Center for Pollution Prevention, Microdist. 6, 46, 59, 480036 Almaty. om@zik.samal.kz  
Kenya: James O. Owino, Dept. of Agric Eng., Egerton University, P.O.B. 536 Njoro, Kenya. joowin@yahoo.com 
Korea: Yeong-Sang Jung, Kangwon National University, Chuncheon 200-701, Kangwon-Do. jungys7@kangwon.ac.kr 
Kuwait: Ghulam Shabbir, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, P.O.Box 24885 Safat 13109, gshabbir@kisr.edu.kw 
Kyrgyzstan: Abdybek F. Asanaliev, Agronomy Faculty, Kyrgyz Agrarian University, Bishkek. asanaly61@mail.ru 
Latvia: Aldis Karklins, Dept. of Soil Sci. and Agrochemistry, Latvia Agric. Univ., Jelgava, LV-3001. karklins@cs.llu.lv  
Lithuania: Benediktas Jankauskas, Lithuania Institute of Agriculture, Silale District LT 5926. kaltbs@kaltbs.lzi.lt  
Macedonia: Ivan Blinkov, University "Sv. Kiril i Metodij", 1000 Skopje. blinkov@ukim.edu.mk  
Madagascar: Razafindraboto Etienne, FCER Project, Fianarantsoa, Madagascar. ETR@chemonics.mg 
Morocco: Abdelaziz Merzouk, Institut Agronomique et Vétérinaire Hassan II, Rabat 10101. merzouk@mtds.com   
Nepal: Mohan P. Wagley, Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation, Singhadurbar, Kathmandu. mpwagley@yahoo.com  
Netherlands: Leo Stroosnijder, Wageningen University, Nieuwe Kanaal 11, 6709 PA Wageningen. leo.stroosnijder@wur.nl  
New Zealand: Garth Eyles, 1 Kent Ter., Teradale, Napier. garth@hbrc.govt.nz  
Nigeria: O.S. Bello, Department of Agronomy, University of Ibadan, Ibadan 40. salibello2002@yahoo.com  
Pakistan: M. Ehsan Akhtar, Inst. for Nat. Res. Sci., Nat. Agric. Res. Center, P.O. NIH Chak Shehzad. ehsan_narc1@yahoo.com 
Pakistan: Khalida Khan, Center for Integrated Mountain Research, Punjab University, Lahore. cimrpu@yahoo.com  
Peru: Manuel Paulet, IICA Sede Central-Area II, Av Jorge Basadre 1120, San Isidro, Lima 27. mpauleti@terra.com.pe 
Philippines: Romeo V. Labios, FSSRI, University of the Philippines, Los Baños. romylabios@yahoo.com  
Philippines: Jose D. Rondal, Bureau of Soils and Water Management, Diliman, Quezon City. jrondal@info.com.ph  
Poland: Jan Jadczyszyn, Inst. of Soil Sci. and Plant Cultivation, ul Czartoryskcih 8, Pulawy 24-100. janj@iung.pulawy.pl 
Romania: Gheorgh Cretu, "POLITEHNICA" University of Timi?oara, Timi?oara 1900. gcr@mail.dnttm.ro  
Russia: Ludmila Frolova, Dept. of Ecology, Kazan State University, Kremlevskaya St. 18, Kazan. lucy.frolova@ksu.ru  
Serbia and Montenegro: Miodrag Zlatic, University of Belgrade, Kneza Viseslava 1, Belgrade. mizlatic@yubc.net  
Slovak Republic: Beata Houskova, Soil Sci. & Cons. Res. Inst., Gagarinova 10, 82713 Bratislava. beata,houskova@jrc.it 
Slovenia: Ales Horvat, Podjetje za urejanje hudournikov, Hajdrihova 28, 1001 Ljubljana, Slovenia. ales.horvat@puh.si 
South Africa: Rinda van der Merwe, Inst. of Soil, Climate & Water, Private Bag X29, Pretoria 0001. rinda@iscw.agric.za 
Spain: Artemi Cerdà, Departament de Geografia, Universitat de València, 46010-Valencia, Spain, acerda@uv.es 
Sri Lanka: E.R.N. Gunawardena, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya. nimalgun@mail.pdn.ac.lk   
Taiwan: Huei-long Wu, Soil and Water Conservation Bureau, Taipei. hueilong@mail.swcb.gov.tw  
Tajikistan: Sanginboy R. Sanginov, Soil Science Research Institute, Rudaki av. 21 A, 734025 Dushanbe. soil@tajik.net   
Thailand (N): Mattiga Panomtaranichagul, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai 50002. mattiga@chiangmai.ac.th  
Thailand (NE): Patma Vityakon, Khon Kaen University, Khon Kaen 40000. patma@kku.ac.th  
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Thailand (C): Nongkran Maneewan, SWCST, Land Development Dept., Bangkok 10900. nongkran@ldd.go.th   
Turkey: Sevilay Haciyakupoglu, Istanbul Technical University, 80626 Maslak, Istanbul. haciyakup1@itu.edu.tr  
Uganda: John Ssendawula, SWCSU, Dept. of Soil Sci., Makerere Univ., P.O. Box 7062, Kampala. swcsu@infocom.co.ug   
Ukraine: Vasyl Gutsuleak, Geography Institute, Chernivtsy University, 58000 Chernivtsy. lidia@unicom.cv.ua  
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 World Association of Soil and Water Conservation – WASWC  
M E M B E R S H I P   A P P L I C A T I O N  /  R E N E W A L   F O R M (issued 040721)  

(For renewal, you may fill in only your name, country, year and amount to pay. Sending the form by e-mail is acceptable and preferred.)  

Name (Ms./ Mrs./ Mr.)  …………………………………………………… Title ………………..………………………. 

Institution ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Postal address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

State/Province …………………………. Zip/ Postal code ...……………… Country …………………………………… 

Phone: …………………………….…………………….. Fax: …………………………………………………………… 

E-mail (1) …………………………………………………….. (2) ……………................................................................. 

My specialized field(s): .…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please sign me up for the WASWC membership in category:   1      2      3 (see below)* 

My membership starting year ……………….  US$ ………………… 

Donation for developing country membership  US$ ………………… 

Donation to the Moldenhauer Fund    US$ ………………… 

         Total  US$ ………………… 

Date …………………………………… Signature ………………………………………………………………………. 

Please tick one: I would like to receive the digital newsletter in:   Word (~250-300 kb), or   .pdf (~400 kb),  

or   I do not have e-mail access and would like to receive the newsletter in paper version. 

* Membership rates: The rates depend on where you are working/ living. There are 3 categories. 
1. Individual membership: US$5/yr worldwide but please pay more if you can; $10-$20 is suggested.  
2. Life membership: US$60 (developing country)/ US$100 (developed country).  
3. Institution membership: US$50/yr (developing country)/ US$100/yr (developed country).     (This form issued 030905) 

▲ How to submit this form and the money: You may send this form by e-mail, fax or post.  

• For countries in the Decentralization Program (DP), the program coordinator in each country will notify members how and where the fee in 
local currency should be sent to. Countries in the Program include: Albania, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, Nepal, Nigeria, Philippines, Romania, Russia, Serbia & Montenegro, Tanzania, Thailand and Uruguay. Program 
coordinators may send the members list and fees to a, b, c or d below. New applicants living in these DP countries can send their fees in 
local currency to the program coordinator, who normally is either Vice President (VP) or National Representative (NR), or send directly to 
a, b, c or d. 

• For other countries, you may send the fee/ donations to a, b, c or d, or send in local currency to the nearest VP/ NR.  

a. Dr. William (Bill) C. Moldenhauer, Vice President (Assist. Treasurer), 317 Marvin Ave., Volga, SD 57071, USA. Phone: +1-605-6279309; 
Fax: +1-605-6279123 Attn: W.C. Moldenhauer, moldwc@itctel.com. He can receive money from US and Canadian members through Personal 
Check, Money Order, or Bank Draft (payable to the World Association of Soil and Water Conservation), and can receive VISA and Master 
Card credit cards from all over the world.   
b. Mr. Zhong Yong, WASWC Secretariat, c/o ICRTS, Ministry of Water Resources, Jia 1, Fuxinglu, Beijing 100038, P.R. China. Ph: +86-10-
63204370, Fax: +86-10-63204359, waswc@icrts.org. Remittances can be received in the form of Domestic Money Order from within China, 
SWIFT Wire Transfer (see the box below) from all countries, and UNESCO Coupons from 59 countries (see details and list of countries in 
www.unesco.org/general/eng/about/coupon/ or ask the WASWC Secretariat). All forms should be marked “payable to the World Association 
of Soil and Water Conservation”, from whom and which country.   
c. Dr. Samran Sombatpanit, WASWC President, 67/141 Amonphant 9, Soi Sena 1, Bangkok 10230, Thailand. Phone/Fax: +66-25703641, som-
batpanit@yahoo.com. He accepts Bank Drafts from every country. Mark the draft “payable to Dr. Samran Sombatpanit”.  
d. Dr. Machito Mihara, WASWC Japan, c/o Institute of Environment Rehabilitation and Conservation (ERECON), 2987-1 Onoji Machida-shi, 
Tokyo 195-0064, Japan. Phone/Fax: +81-42-736-8972, erecon@nifty.com. He can receive all forms of payment from within Japan, and can 
receive Visa and MasterCard credit cards from all over the world (mark in all forms of payment “payable to ERECON Japan”). Payment is in 
Japanese yen only; see more details in: http://homepage3.nifty.com/erecon/WASWCtop.htm. 
 
Note: To avoid hassles and bank charges due to cash transactions in certain cases you are encouraged to pay for several years 
or sign up as Life member. Contact WASWC Secretariat (waswc@icrts.org) if you have any problem.  


